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·Leonardo da Vinci wrote that blue haze formed from 
materials emitted into the atmosphere from trees  in 1550. 

· Natural photochemical smog resulting from hydrocarbons 
given off by living trees whose cause is still unknown. 

Source: http://www.atmosphere.mpg.de/  

The blueish color is assumed to come from 
fine biogenic particles.  
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·December, 1930 Meuse Valley, Belgium fog caused 
60 deaths and widespread respiratory morbidity.  

·October, 1948 Donora, Pennsylvania smog episode, 
in which 1000ôs of people experienced adverse 
respiratory problems and 18 deaths occurred. 

·London Fog of 1952 and 1962. 



Great Smoke 1952 
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Deaths via:  

pneumonia, 

bronchitis, 

tuberculosis,  

heart failure  
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Source: Pope III and Dockery, 1999. 
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Brook et al., 2010, 
Circulation.  13 
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01: http://groups.csail.mit.edu/medg/people/chris/taiwan -traffic.jpg  
02: http://joseph.elliott.name/travels/highlights/taiwan/catalog/01_taipei_traffic.html  
03: www.skeller.ch/albums/Taiwan/traffic_taipei04.jpg  19 
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http://www2.news.sina.com.hk/news/1160/3/2/1467094/1.html 
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Natural source:  

Asian Dust Storm  
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http://taqm.epa.gov.tw/taqm/zh -
tw/RiverDust.aspx  
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Air pollution exposure  
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HRV index 
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