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*$Please answer both Question 1 and Question 2, and then choose any two questions
from Questions 3, 4, and 5 to answer. Each question is worth 25 points, totaling (25
x 4 =) 100 points. Please answer all questions in English.

Question 1.
Name three pressing environmental issues in the twenty-first century, and explain why
sociological perspectives may help in understanding each of the issues. Please support

your explanations with relevant theories or arguments. (25 points)

Question 2.

Why is environmental sociology an important subfield within the discipline? What are
some new directions that can be explored in environmental sociology? To what extent
can these directions benefit from the fundamental concepts and research agenda of

other subfields in sociology? (25 points)

(Choose any two questions from the following)

Question 3.

Most environmental threats apply to Earth as a whole, yet some of them have been or
will be more urgent in certain regions or countries. In addition to attributing such
global or regional inequalities in environmental threats to natural causes, sociologists
also examine how social institutions play critical roles in this process. Please give
examples of regional inequalities and explain how environmental sociology would

address the issues and inform policy-making on the matter. (25 points)

Question 4.

To what extent is Taiwan a risk society in terms of environmental threats? What are
some implications from sociological theories and empirical studies (including but not
limited to those on risk management, ecological modernization, environmental justice,
social inequality, and social capital) that may help Taiwan’s policymakers and citizens

reduce some of these potential risks? (25 points)
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Question 5.

Compare and contrast at least two research methods in environmental sociology in
terms of their strengths and weaknesses, including but not limited to how research
designs address key theoretical concerns, how feasible it is to collect and analyze valid
and reliable data, and how research results might help to understand or identify both

global and regional environmental issues. (25 points)
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