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— ~ (#2440 % )Define each of the following terms and provide an illustrative example

for each, preferably from an Austronesian language.
(—) infixation (10 %)

(=) nasal substitution (10 %)

(=) inclusive/exclusive distinction (10 %-)

() ergative—absolutive alignment (10 %)

Many Austronesian languages have restrictions on what kinds of arguments can
undergo certain syntactic operations, such as relativization or wh-question
formation. Discuss the role of the “pivot” or “subject” in these restrictions. Use

examples from at least one Austronesian language to illustrate your points. (20 %)

Explain how the comparative method is applied in the reconstruction of Proto-
Austronesian (PAN). Support your answer with at least one example of cognate
sets from modern Austronesian languages, if possible. Also, discuss the main

challenges that arise in reconstructing PAN. (20 %)

Austronesian languages are diverse, but they also share several typological
features. Name two features, describe them, and explain their significance for
linguistic typology. Why are these features important for understanding both the

internal structure of the Austronesian family and general theories of language? (20

2
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L. Define each of the following terms, providing an example where applicable. (5
points each, 25 points total)
1. Optimality Theory

morphophonemics

Garden-path sentences

isogloss

Wernicke’s area

II. Define code-switching and distinguish it from code-mixing. Explain two
sociolinguistic functions of code-switching with examples from multilingual
communities, and discuss what these reveal about language and social context. (25

points)

III. How does grammaticalization influence language typology and cross-linguistic
variation? Discuss how grammaticalization pathways (e.g., noun > classifier >
article) relate to typological universals and implicational hierarchies, using

examples from at least two languages. (25 points)

IV. To better understand language acquisition, it is important to explore the underlying
principles that may govern all human languages. Present evidence supporting the

existence of Universal Grammar. (25 points)
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