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Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
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Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities



Preamble
The States Parties to the present
Convention,
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(a) Recalling the principles
proclaimed in the Charter of the

A M £t = A 2 | United Nations which recognize the

3 & fk& % & > 1 | inherent dignity and worth and the

3 T %32 ¥ 4| 2 | equal and inalienable rights of all

A A ?‘ B d ~ | members of the human family as the

I &REeT 2 AA# > | foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the world,

(b)rzzn® & B+ % | (b) Recognizing that the United
AT S 2R A 4 | Nations, in the Universal Declaration
~X¢ gk R A |of Human Rights and in the
A% 3% 7 %% ~ 3 |International Covenants on Human
T2 #r3 /& p | Rights, has proclaimed and agreed
d > 283 TR% that everyone is entitled to all the
B o rights and freedoms set forth therein,

without distinction of any kind,
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(c) Reaffirming the universality,
indivisibility, interdependence and
interrelatedness of all human rights
and fundamental freedoms and the
need for persons with disabilities to
be guaranteed their full enjoyment
without discrimination,
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(d) Recalling the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, the Convention on
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the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, the
Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
and the International Convention on
the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families,
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(e) Recognizing that disability is an
evolving concept and that disability
results from the interaction between
persons with impairments and
attitudinal and environmental
barriers that hinders their full and
effective participation in society on
an equal basis with others,
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(f) Recognizing the importance of the
principles and policy guidelines
contained in the World Programme
of Action concerning Disabled
Persons and in the Standard Rules on
the Equalization of Opportunities for
Persons with Disabilities in
influencing the promotion,
formulation and evaluation of the
policies, plans, programmes and
actions at the national, regional and
international levels to further
equalize opportunities for persons
with disabilities,
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(g) Emphasizing the importance of
mainstreaming disability issues as an
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integral part of relevant strategies of
sustainable development,
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(h) Recognizing also that
discrimination against any person on
the basis of disability is a violation of
the inherent dignity and worth of the
human person,

(i) Recognizing further the diversity of
persons with disabilities,

(j) Recognizing the need to promote
and protect the human rights of all
persons with disabilities, including
those who require more intensive
support,

(k) Concerned that, despite these
various instruments and
undertakings, persons with
disabilities continue to face barriers
in their participation as equal
members of society and violations of
their human rights in all parts of the
world,

(NFEzn B & (T4%t:c L | (l) Recognizing the importance of
LR Fﬁ?”*‘ﬁ 4 % |international cooperation for
iEE2 £ &M 5 £ H [improving the living conditions of
FEEP B RO persons with disabilities in every

country, particularly in developing
countries,
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and potential contributions made by
persons with disabilities to the overall
well-being and diversity of their
communities, and that the promotion
of the full enjoyment by persons with
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disabilities of their human rights and
fundamental freedoms and of full
participation by persons with
disabilities will result in their
enhanced sense of belonging and in
significant advances in the human,
social and economic development of
society and the eradication of
poverty,

(N)FEza Fﬁf”iﬂ” i# * | (n) Recognizing the importance for
pil¥p 2 ER persons with disabilities of their
Mo e 351w dip ¢ i |individual autonomy and
#Hzpd o independence, including the freedom
to make their own choices,
(o) z Frwu I‘ﬁf”iﬂ” &7 | (o) Considering that persons with
1 ¢ 1525 2 | disabilities should have the
* %z %42 0 & | opportunity to be actively involved in

decision-making processes about
policies and programmes, including
those directly concerning them,
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(p) Concerned about the difficult
conditions faced by persons with
disabilities who are subject to
multiple or aggravated forms of
discrimination on the basis of race,
colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national,
ethnic, indigenous or social origin,
property, birth, age or other status,
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(q) Recognizing that women and girls
with disabilities are often at greater
risk, both within and outside the
home, of violence, injury or abuse,
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neglect or negligent treatment,
maltreatment or exploitation,
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(r) Recognizing that children with
disabilities should have full
enjoyment of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms on an equal
basis with other children, and
recalling obligations to that end
undertaken by States Parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
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(s) Emphasizing the need to
incorporate a gender perspective in
all efforts to promote the full
enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms by persons
with disabilities,
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(t) Highlighting the fact that the
majority of persons with disabilities
live in conditions of poverty, and in
this regard recognizing the critical
need to address the negative impact
of poverty on persons with
disabilities,
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(u) Bearing in mind that conditions of
peace and security based on full
respect for the purposes and
principles contained in the Charter of
the United Nations and observance of
applicable human rights instruments
are indispensable for the full
protection of persons with
disabilities, in particular during armed
conflicts and foreign occupation,




(v) Recognizing the importance of
accessibility to the physical, social,
economic and cultural environment,
to health and education and to
information and communication, in
enabling persons with disabilities to
fully enjoy all human rights and
fundamental freedomes,
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(w) Realizing that the individual,
having duties to other individuals and
to the community to which he or she
belongs, is under a responsibility to
strive for the promotion and
observance of the rights recognized
in the International Bill of Human
Rights,
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(x) Convinced that the family is the
natural and fundamental group unit
of society and is entitled to
protection by society and the State,
and that persons with disabilities and
their family members should receive
the necessary protection and
assistance to enable families to
contribute towards the full and equal
enjoyment of the rights of persons
with disabilities,
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(y) Convinced that a comprehensive
and integral international convention
to promote and protect the rights
and dignity of persons with
disabilities will make a significant
contribution to redressing the
profound social disadvantage of
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o RO~ FTs > KA~ | persons with disabilities and promote

A g 2 < it Z g w» L | their participation in the civil,

"ﬁ 7z = ?}‘1]% ’ political, economic, social and
cultural spheres with equal
opportunities, in both developing and
developed countries,

AR ACT ! Have agreed as follows:
¥ 1 =4 Article 1 Purpose
PSS = S 0 The purpose of the present
i~ RT3 £ | Convention is to promote, protect
HaH w4 2 F %% | and ensure the full and equal
34T AR AANP enjoyment of all human rights and
d o 3 REEH L R | fundamental freedoms by all persons
Jﬁz Ry EA N with disabilities, and to promote
LN Fﬁ?”ﬁ ¢ 353 | respect for their inherent dignity.

A A4 AR | Persons with disabilities include those

FELI4 G > B4 | who have long-term physical, mental,

&2 Fwip 3 1% |intellectual or sensory impairments

* o ¥ i JEs £ R | which in interaction with various

&’E*‘Lﬁ gr s L3I F A | barriers may hinder their full and

#_ oA g g2k | effective participation in society on

& o° an equal basis with others.

%2 TR Article 2 Definitions
A A7 . For the purposes of the present
Convention:
‘BT e EET S “Communication” includes

F ¥ B3> 2 - ff |languages, display of text, Braille,

F @33~ 2+ < i v |tactile communication, large print,

A7 7 M2 2 5 |accessible multimedia as well as

F% ~F4ES X | written, audio, plain-language,

viEZ ~3FF B 2 2 | human-reader and augmentative and

fs B4 2 R M B 3E | alternative modes, means and

> 0E ~ V2 #2534 5 | formats of communication, including
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accessible information and
communication technology;

“Language” includes spoken and
signed languages and other forms of
non spoken languages;

“Discrimination on the basis of
disability” means any distinction,
exclusion or restriction on the basis
of disability which has the purpose or
effect of impairing or nullifying the
recognition, enjoyment or exercise,
on an equal basis with others, of all
human rights and fundamental
freedoms in the political, economic,
social, cultural, civil or any other field.
It includes all forms of discrimination,
including denial of reasonable
accommodation;

“Reasonable accommodation”
means necessary and appropriate
modification and adjustments not
imposing a disproportionate or
undue burden, where needed in a
particular case, to ensure to persons
with disabilities the enjoyment or
exercise on an equal basis with
others of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms;
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“Universal design” means the
design of products, environments,
programmes and services to be
usable by all people, to the greatest
extent possible, without the need for
adaptation or specialized design.

“Universal design” shall not exclude
assistive devices for particular groups
of persons with disabilities where this
is needed.

¥

3 - RP
Az P A

BEFTG B 74
pdiedp e EH2
BARpAEBEAPR

Article 3 General principles
The principles of the present
Convention shall be:

(a) Respect for inherent dignity,
individual autonomy including the
freedom to make one’s own choices,
and independence of persons;

(b) Non-discrimination;

(c) Full and effective participation and
inclusion in society;

(d) Respect for difference and
acceptance of persons with
disabilities as part of human diversity
and humanity;

(e) Equality of opportunity;
(f) Accessibility;
(g) Equality between men and
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women;

(h)E &£ £ P-ﬁl\a?{;vji % | (h) Respect for the evolving capacities
Brgd B 2w 4 0 ¥ & | of children with disabilities and
L maidd %4F |respect for the right of children with
H 2ok 2 4] o | disabilities to preserve their

identities.

% 4iF - x> Article 4 General obligations

1. % 5 BRI/ % T 8 | 1. States Parties undertake to ensure
# oA F AT £ | and promote the full realization of all
f& i:i—i—“ﬁ 2_#r3% A {2 | human rights and fundamental
AApd > #H2 X |freedoms forall persons with
=E e A2 w2 | disabilities without discrimination of
AR o &t P a3 % | any kind on the basis of disability. To
J AR this end, States Parties undertake:
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(a) To adopt all appropriate
legislative, administrative and other
measures for the implementation of
the rights recognized in the present
Convention;

(b) To take all appropriate measures,
including legislation, to modify or
abolish existing laws, regulations,
customs and practices that constitute
discrimination against persons with
disabilities;

(c) To take into account the
protection and promotion of the
human rights of persons with
disabilities in all policies and
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programmes,

(d) To refrain from engaging in any
act or practice that is inconsistent
with the present Convention and to
ensure that public authorities and
institutions act in conformity with the
present Convention;

(e) To take all appropriate measures
to eliminate discrimination on the
basis of disability by any person,
organization or private enterprise;

(f) To undertake or promote research
and development of universally
designed goods, services, equipment
and facilities, as defined in article 2 of
the present Convention, which
should require the minimum possible
adaptation and the least cost to meet
the specific needs of a person with
disabilities, to promote their
availability and use, and to promote
universal design in the development
of standards and guidelines;

(g) To undertake or promote research
and development of, and to promote
the availability and use of new
technologies, including information
and communications technologies,
mobility aids, devices and assistive
technologies, suitable for persons
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with disabilities, giving priority to
technologies at an affordable cost;

(h) To provide accessible information
to persons with disabilities about
mobility aids, devices and assistive
technologies, including new
technologies, as well as other forms
of assistance, support services and
facilities;

(i) To promote the training of
professionals and staff working with
persons with disabilities in the rights
recognized in the present Convention
so as to better provide the assistance
and services guaranteed by those
rights.

2. With regard to economic, social
and cultural rights, each State Party
undertakes to take measures to the
maximum of its available resources
and, where needed, within the
framework of international
cooperation, with a view to achieving
progressively the full realization of
these rights, without prejudice to
those obligations contained in the
present Convention that are
immediately applicable according to
international law.
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3. In the development and
implementation of legislation and
policies to implement the present
Convention, and in other decision-
making processes concerning issues
relating to persons with disabilities,
States Parties shall closely consult
with and actively involve persons
with disabilities, including children
with disabilities, through their
representative organizations.

4. Nothing in the present Convention
shall affect any provisions which are
more conducive to the realization of
the rights of persons with disabilities
and which may be contained in the
law of a State Party or international
law in force for that State. There shall
be no restriction upon or derogation
from any of the human rights and
fundamental freedoms recognized or
existing in any State Party to the
present Convention pursuant to law,
conventions, regulation or custom on
the pretext that the present
Convention does not recognize such
rights or freedoms or that it
recognizes them to a lesser extent.

5. The provisions of the present
Convention shall extend to all parts of
federal States without any limitations
or exceptions.
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Article 5 Equality and non-
discrimination

1. States Parties recognize that all
persons are equal before and under
the law and are entitled without any
discrimination to the equal
protection and equal benefit of the
law.

2. States Parties shall prohibit all
discrimination on the basis of
disability and guarantee to persons
with disabilities equal and effective
legal protection against
discrimination on all grounds.

3. In order to promote equality and
eliminate discrimination, States
Parties shall take all appropriate
steps to ensure that reasonable
accommodation is provided.

4. Specific measures which are
necessary to accelerate or achieve de
facto equality of persons with
disabilities shall not be considered
discrimination under the terms of the
present Convention.

Article 6 Women with disabilities

1. States Parties recognize that
women and girls with disabilities are
subject to multiple discrimination,

15




and in this regard shall take measures
to ensure the full and equal
enjoyment by them of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms.

2. States Parties shall take all
appropriate measures to ensure the
full development, advancement and
empowerment of women, for the
purpose of guaranteeing them the
exercise and enjoyment of the human
rights and fundamental freedoms set
out in the present Convention.
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Article 7 Children with disabilities

1. States Parties shall take all
necessary measures to ensure the full
enjoyment by children with
disabilities of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms on an equal
basis with other children.

2. In all actions concerning children
with disabilities, the best interests of
the child shall be a primary
consideration.

3. States Parties shall ensure that
children with disabilities have the
right to express their views freely on
all matters affecting them, their
views being given due weight in
accordance with their age and
maturity, on an equal basis with
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other children, and to be provided

o fRE sl E 20 7 LR | with disability and age-appropriate
#H E#2 L3 42 R | assistance to realize that right.
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1. States Parties undertake to adopt
immediate, effective and
appropriate measures:

(a) To raise awareness throughout
society, including at the family level,
regarding persons with disabilities,
and to foster respect for the rights
and dignity of persons with
disabilities;

(b) To combat stereotypes, prejudices
and harmful practices relating to
persons with disabilities, including
those based on sex and age, in all
areas of life;

(c) To promote awareness of the
capabilities and contributions of
persons with disabilities.

2. Measures to this end include:
(a) Initiating and maintaining

effective public awareness campaigns
designed:
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(i) To nurture receptiveness to the
rights of persons with disabilities;

(ii) To promote positive perceptions
and greater social awareness towards
persons with disabilities;

(iii) To promote recognition of the
skills, merits and abilities of persons
with disabilities, and of their
contributions to the workplace and
the labour market;

(b) Fostering at all levels of the
education system, including in all
children from an early age, an
attitude of respect for the rights of
persons with disabilities;

(c) Encouraging all organs of the
media to portray persons with
disabilities in a manner consistent
with the purpose of the present
Convention;

(d) Promoting awareness-training
programmes regarding persons with
disabilities and the rights of persons
with disabilities.

Article 9 Accessibility

1. To enable persons with disabilities
to live independently and participate
fully in all aspects of life, States

18
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Parties shall take appropriate
measures to ensure to persons with
disabilities access, on an equal basis
with others, to the physical
environment, to transportation, to
information and communications,
including information and
communications technologies and
systems, and to other facilities and
services open or provided to the
public, both in urban and in rural
areas. These measures, which shall
include the identification and
elimination of obstacles and barriers
to accessibility, shall apply to, inter
alia:

(a) Buildings, roads, transportation
and other indoor and outdoor
facilities, including schools, housing,
medical facilities and workplaces;

(b) Information, communications and
other services, including electronic
services and emergency services.

2. States Parties shall also take
appropriate measures:

(a) To develop, promulgate and
monitor the implementation of
minimum standards and guidelines
for the accessibility of facilities and
services open or provided to the
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public;

(b) To ensure that private entities
that offer facilities and services which
are open or provided to the public
take into account all aspects of
accessibility for persons with
disabilities;

(c) To provide training for
stakeholders on accessibility issues
facing persons with disabilities;

(d) To provide in buildings and other
facilities open to the public signage in
Braille and in easy to read and
understand forms;

(e) To provide forms of live assistance
and intermediaries, including guides,
readers and professional sign
language interpreters, to facilitate
accessibility to buildings and other
facilities open to the public;

(f) To promote other appropriate
forms of assistance and support to
persons with disabilities to ensure
their access to information;

(g) To promote access for persons
with disabilities to new information
and communications technologies
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and systems, including the Internet;

(h) To promote the design,
development, production and
distribution of accessible information
and communications technologies
and systems at an early stage, so that
these technologies and systems
become accessible at minimum cost.
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Article 10 Right to life

States Parties reaffirm that every
human being has the inherent right
to life and shall take all necessary
measures to ensure its effective
enjoyment by persons with
disabilities on an equal basis with
others.

% 11 %

Article 11

Situations of risk and humanitarian
emergencies

States Parties shall take, in

FYRBEEHE AL |accordance with their obligations
SSEMEE 20 & F% 0 | under international law, including
# FEBE A ip 2 &2 |/ | international humanitarian law and
B2 A E T $£ B~ |international human rights law, all
8 N I #ﬂl %5 » Fg % | necessary measures to ensure the
T M R > & 35 | protection and safety of persons with
WA JFRER disabilities in situations of risk,
R ERWE p R | including situations of armed conflict,
£4 E’L » s IR #F & | humanitarian emergencies and the
HiERE X > o occurrence of natural disasters.

¥ 12 fAE2ZH | Article 12

ERETRARR Equal recognition before the law
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1. States Parties reaffirm that persons
with disabilities have the right to
recognition everywhere as persons
before the law.

2. States Parties shall recognize that
persons with disabilities enjoy legal
capacity on an equal basis with
others in all aspects of life.

3. States Parties shall take
appropriate measures to provide
access by persons with disabilities to
the support they may require in
exercising their legal capacity.

4. States Parties shall ensure that all
measures that relate to the exercise
of legal capacity provide for
appropriate and effective safeguards
to prevent abuse in accordance with
international human rights law. Such
safeguards shall ensure that
measures relating to the exercise of
legal capacity respect the rights, will
and preferences of the person, are
free of conflict of interest and undue
influence, are proportional and
tailored to the person’s
circumstances, apply for the shortest
time possible and are subject to
regular review by a competent,
independent and impartial authority
or judicial body. The safeguards shall
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be proportional to the degree to
which such measures affect the
person’s rights and interests.

5. Subject to the provisions of this
article, States Parties shall take all
appropriate and effective measures
to ensure the equal right of persons
with disabilities to own or inherit
property, to control their own
financial affairs and to have equal
access to bank loans, mortgages and
other forms of financial credit, and
shall ensure that persons with
disabilities are not arbitrarily
deprived of their property.

T5 E#ZfrF sy
2- 7 e RITLE
I

Article 13  Access to justice

1. States Parties shall ensure effective
access to justice for persons with
disabilities on an equal basis with
others, including through the
provision of procedural and age-
appropriate accommodations, in
order to facilitate their effective role
as direct and indirect participants,
including as witnesses, in all legal
proceedings, including at
investigative and other preliminary
stages.

2. In order to help to ensure effective
access to justice for persons with
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89 RB RZES | disabilities, States Parties shall

P41 iTA B > | promote appropriate training for

s ERE T AR | those working in the field of

A Yo administration of justice, including
police and prison staff.

¥ 14 % Article 14

AELpd g > Liberty and security of person

1. % R Brr %L <R | 1. States Parties shall ensure that
iy a@r @ L TR persons with disabilities, on an equal
A basis with others:

(@) 3 3 X £ pd 2% 2> |(a)Enjoy the right to liberty and
z_ ¥ s security of person;

(b) # #2472 % i= 3, 2] £ | (b) Are not deprived of their liberty
pd > Z@4pd 2 |unlawfully or arbitrarily, and that any
2B ap 8 £ 24 | deprivation of liberty is in conformity
F_0 ¥ A iE e R | with the law, and that the existence
57 {82 B s iT | of a disability shall in no case justify a
4 Epdz212d o |deprivation of liberty.

2. B R EFLIE 0 3T 1E | 2. States Parties shall ensure that if
wiEAET A E p d | persons with disabilities are deprived
2. ¥ Fﬁ?”*ﬁ » 7. ¥7 | of their liberty through any process,
Hi £+ FAH# L > |theyare, on an equal basis with
T (T W% L 2 | others, entitled to guarantees in
HoZ 2 IR o ¥/ F | accordance with international human
7 A& AKX F g % |rightslaw and shall be treated in
BB 2.@F:8 o ¢ 353k | compliance with the objectives and
LM HEFo principles of the present Convention,

including by provision of reasonable
accommodation.

¥ 15 %

Article 15

24
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FATHET &R L ~ 3 £ | Freedom from torture or cruel,
F &5 B A2 %8 inhuman or degrading treatment or
B ud| punishment

1. # ¥z @ A F 3% f%& | 1. No one shall be subjected to
gz L~ A A ip v | torture or to cruel, inhuman or
7 B A2 #Fi8 2 e | degrading treatment or punishment.
3 e FwE_ 7 #3 K | Inparticular, no one shall be
AL AEERT > |subjected without his or her free
¥HErwLigs %5 & g | consent to medical or scientific
FE % - experimentation.

2. F B EFEP-YTH 7 | 2. States Parties shall take all
2 = x ~ (TFc~ @ | effective legislative, administrative,
Z B H s #ﬁ %5 » ¥ |judicial or other measures to prevent
Hiu AT x HH > | persons with disabilities, on an equal
[# b 2R 8 X | basis with others, from being
7 e« 2% L ~ 4 A i |subjected to torture or cruel,
23 B Az #FF & | inhuman or degrading treatment or
Fad) e punishment.

% 16 % Article 16

Freedom from exploitation, violence
and abuse

1. States Parties shall take all
appropriate legislative,
administrative, social, educational
and other measures to protect
persons with disabilities, both within
and outside the home, from all forms
of exploitation, violence and abuse,
including their gender-based aspects.
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2. States Parties shall also take all
appropriate measures to prevent all
forms of exploitation, violence and
abuse by ensuring, inter alia,
appropriate forms of gender- and
age-sensitive assistance and support
for persons with disabilities and their
families and caregivers, including
through the provision of information
and education on how to avoid,
recognize and report instances of
exploitation, violence and abuse.
States Parties shall ensure that
protection services are age-, gender-
and disability-sensitive.

3. In order to prevent the occurrence
of all forms of exploitation, violence
and abuse, States Parties shall ensure
that all facilities and programmes
designed to serve persons with
disabilities are effectively monitored
by independent authorities.

4. States Parties shall take all
appropriate measures to promote
the physical, cognitive and
psychological recovery, rehabilitation
and social reintegration of persons
with disabilities who become victims
of any form of exploitation, violence
or abuse, including through the
provision of protection services. Such
recovery and reintegration shall take
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place in an environment that fosters
the health, welfare, self-respect,
dignity and autonomy of the person
and takes into account gender- and
age-specific needs.

5. States Parties shall put in place
effective legislation and policies,
including women- and child-focused
legislation and policies, to ensure that
instances of exploitation, violence
and abuse against persons with
disabilities are identified, investigated
and, where appropriate, prosecuted.

¥ 17 i

Article 17

Protecting the integrity of the
person

Every person with disabilities has a
right to respect for his or her physical
and mental integrity on an equal
basis with others.

¥ 18 7

B pd BRE
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Article 18
Liberty of movement and nationality

1. States Parties shall recognize the
rights of persons with disabilities to
liberty of movement, to freedom to
choose their residence and to a
nationality, on an equal basis with
others, including by ensuring that
persons with disabilities:

(a) Have the right to acquire and
change a nationality and are not
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deprived of their nationality
arbitrarily or on the basis of disability;

(b) Are not deprived, on the basis of
disability, of their ability to obtain,
possess and utilize documentation of
their nationality or other
documentation of identification, or to
utilize relevant processes such as
immigration proceedings, that may
be needed to facilitate exercise of the
right to liberty of movement;

(c) Are free to leave any country,
including their own;

(d) Are not deprived, arbitrarily or on
the basis of disability, of the right to

>~z g e enter their own country.
PRy 44 {8 | 2. Children with disabilities shall be

B WA g s 0 8 | registered immediately after birth
D2 A2 r % 5 4 % | and shall have the right from birth to
> %3 2T K42 |aname, the right to acquire a
4] > ¥ &7 s % 3 |nationality and, as far as possible, the
WA 2 (F 3L # | right to know and be cared for by
PRAEZ_HET © their parents.

¥ 19 ix Article 19

P2 RAREAR Living independently and being

included in the community
A% R | States Parties to the present

T s Fﬁ?%iiﬁ % 7 | Convention recognize the equal right
WAL E P A B2 F | of all persons with disabilities to live
#2322 @ A = | in the community, with choices equal
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to others, and shall take effective and
appropriate measures to facilitate full
enjoyment by persons with
disabilities of this right and their full
inclusion and participation in the
community, including by ensuring
that:

(a) Persons with disabilities have the
opportunity to choose their place of
residence and where and with whom
they live on an equal basis with
others and are not obliged to live in a
particular living arrangement;

(b) Persons with disabilities have
access to a range of in-home,
residential and other community
support services, including personal
assistance necessary to support living
and inclusion in the community, and
to prevent isolation or segregation
from the community;

(c) Community services and facilities
for the general population are
available on an equal basis to persons
with disabilities and are responsive to
their needs.

¥ 20 B4
4

Article 20 Personal mobility

States Parties shall take effective
measures to ensure personal mobility
with the greatest possible

29




independence for persons with
disabilities, including by:

(a) Facilitating the personal mobility
of persons with disabilities in the
manner and at the time of their
choice, and at affordable cost;

(b) Facilitating access by persons with
disabilities to quality mobility aids,
devices, assistive technologies and
forms of live assistance and
intermediaries, including by making
them available at affordable cost;

(c)F& &£ l‘ﬁ?’dﬂz % ¥ | (c) Providing training in mobility skills
He g2 &% A F {7 topersons with disabilities and to
v B B2 specialist staff working with persons

with disabilities;

(d)éilﬁvi A {78 @ & ~ |(d) Encouraging entities that produce
¥ g es Hope2 4 | mobility aids, devices and assistive
A F #E) v RE | technologies to take into account all
= Efli fe P 29T aspects of mobility for persons with
B o disabilities.

¥ 21 % Article 21

2323 2 pd 23T |Freedom of expression and opinion,
*ER and access to information

# YRR P-#TF | States Parties shall take all

1 ﬁ 5 o Fgi%E . | appropriate measures to ensure that
[etif i 59 (7 p @ | persons with disabilities can exercise
+:E% 3 A pd 2 |theright to freedom of expression
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and opinion, including the freedom to
seek, receive and impart information
and ideas on an equal basis with
others and through all forms of
communication of their choice, as
defined in article 2 of the present
Convention, including by:

(a) Providing information intended
for the general public to persons with
disabilities in accessible formats and
technologies appropriate to different
kinds of disabilities in a timely
manner and without additional cost;

(b) Accepting and facilitating the use
of sign languages, Braille,
augmentative and alternative
communication, and all other
accessible means, modes and formats
of communication of their choice by
persons with disabilities in official
interactions;

(c) Urging private entities that
provide services to the general
public, including through the
Internet, to provide information and
services in accessible and usable
formats for persons with disabilities;

(d) Encouraging the mass media,
including providers of information
through the Internet, to make their
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services accessible to persons with
disabilities;

(e) Recognizing and promoting the
use of sign languages.

¥ 221 BZEEP

Article 22 Respect for privacy

1. £ 5 #F 7w | 1. No person with disabilities,
Boirpe g« B i & S | regardless of place of residence or
® > HPEF ~ RIe~ | living arrangements, shall be
L B3l 3 2 H 4 2) |subjected to arbitrary or unlawful
;i 2 133 2 X 3] |interference with his or her privacy,
ER &2+ > 2 | family, home or correspondence or
BREG LAEL 2 E% | other types of communication or to
FI2EiE s # o £ | unlawful attacks on his or her honour
W 7 &2 £ 1% | and reputation. Persons with
0 # X% % F 32 | disabilities have the right to the
T o protection of the law against such

interference or attacks.

2. R ¥ H s L |2, States Parties shall protect the
T EAAH PR E . | privacy of personal, health and
[Retf 2 B 4 ~ & | rehabilitation information of persons
SR TR 2 P2 o | with disabilities on an equal basis

with others.

¥ 23 i Article 23

- Wy Respect for home and the family

1. % YR REFHP~5 7x2 | 1. States Parties shall take effective
t i #ﬁ Y5 o A8 H ¢4 | and appropriate measures to
AL AL A# 5 3 | eliminate discrimination against
3 JA4F]s RJIe~ K * | persons with disabilities in all matters
Yo 2 p G M 2 %7 | relating to marriage, family,
3 ¥ >y ¥ | parenthood and relationships, on an
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equal basis with others, so as to
ensure that:

(a) The right of all persons with
disabilities who are of marriageable
age to marry and to found a family on
the basis of free and full consent of
the intending spouses is recognized;

(b) The rights of persons with
disabilities to decide freely and
responsibly on the number and
spacing of their children and to have
access to age-appropriate
information, reproductive and family
planning education are recognized,
and the means necessary to enable
them to exercise these rights are
provided;

(c) Persons with disabilities, including
children, retain their fertility on an
equal basis with others.

2. States Parties shall ensure the
rights and responsibilities of persons
with disabilities, with regard to
guardianship, wardship, trusteeship,
adoption of children or similar
institutions, where these concepts
exist in national legislation; in all
cases the best interests of the child
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shall be paramount. States Parties
shall render appropriate assistance to
persons with disabilities in the
performance of their child-rearing
responsibilities.

3. States Parties shall ensure that
children with disabilities have equal
rights with respect to family life. With
a view to realizing these rights, and to
prevent concealment, abandonment,
neglect and segregation of children
with disabilities, States Parties shall
undertake to provide early and
comprehensive information, services
and support to children with
disabilities and their families.

4. States Parties shall ensure that a
child shall not be separated from his
or her parents against their will,
except when competent authorities
subject to judicial review determine,
in accordance with applicable law
and procedures, that such separation
is necessary for the best interests of
the child. In no case shall a child be
separated from parents on the basis
of a disability of either the child or
one or both of the parents.

5. States Parties shall, where the
immediate family is unable to care
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3 2 R 0 & — ¥ |for a child with disabilities, undertake
¥4 K‘E—%ﬁw Fl ™ # | every effort to provide alternative
B PR R 0 T 3% | care within the wider family, and
BRI E RAR failing that, within the community in
PF oo 3R E N R B e | a family setting.
5" PRARE ©

¥ 241 k¥ Article 24 Education

1. % g WrFE:nd < st | 1. States Parties recognize the right of
FEFRXERTZ persons with disabilities to education.

| o & 7 37 X B4R | With a view to realizing this right

2 ¢ 32% 2 AA#H | without discrimination and on the
FI - 0 & 5 | basis of equal opportunity, States
R B FE %> 2 %45 | Parties shall ensure an inclusive
T @ e 5 41K %2 | education system at all levels and
BEBEY g lifelong learning directed to:

(@) o~ B A 2. B4 ~ |(a) The full development of human
g A % & > I | potential and sense of dignity and
‘eap ¥+ 4 48 ~ 2L A p | self-worth, and the strengthening of
d 2 42 5 2 & |respectfor human rights,
z fundamental freedoms and human

diversity;

(b) =3 % E £ %‘L{:%iiﬂ” (b) The development by persons with
Z_ A~ 4 =& 4¢3 | disabilities of their personality,
4 113 IR 4 2 A8 | talents and creativity, as well as their
At mental and physical abilities, to their

fullest potential;

(c) @& #73 £ Fﬁ?%iiﬁ it | (c) Enabling persons with disabilities

7242 pd A€ o |toparticipate effectively in a free

society.
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2. In realizing this right, States Parties
shall ensure that:

(a) Persons with disabilities are not
excluded from the general education
system on the basis of disability, and
that children with disabilities are not
excluded from free and compulsory
primary education, or from secondary
education, on the basis of disability;

(b) Persons with disabilities can
access an inclusive, quality and free
primary education and secondary
education on an equal basis with
others in the communities in which
they live;

(c) Reasonable accommodation of the
individual’s requirements is provided;

(d) Persons with disabilities receive
the support required, within the
general education system, to
facilitate their effective education;

(e) Effective individualized support
measures are provided in
environments that maximize
academic and social development,
consistent with the goal of full
inclusion.
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3. States Parties shall enable persons
with disabilities to learn life and
social development skills to facilitate
their full and equal participation in
education and as members of the
community. To this end, States
Parties shall take appropriate
measures, including:

(a) Facilitating the learning of Braille,
alternative script, augmentative and
alternative modes, means and
formats of communication and
orientation and mobility skills, and
facilitating peer support and
mentoring;

(b) Facilitating the learning of sign
language and the promotion of the
linguistic identity of the deaf
community;

(c) Ensuring that the education of
persons, and in particular children,
who are blind, deaf or deafblind, is
delivered in the most appropriate
languages and modes and means of
communication for the individual,
and in environments which maximize
academic and social development.

4. In order to help ensure the
realization of this right, States Parties
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shall take appropriate measures to
employ teachers, including teachers
with disabilities, who are qualified in
sign language and/or Braille, and to
train professionals and staff who
work at all levels of education. Such
training shall incorporate disability
awareness and the use of appropriate
augmentative and alternative modes,
means and formats of
communication, educational

&i—“ﬁ o technigues and materials to support
persons with disabilities.

5. % YR Err =¥ < [R | 5. States Parties shall ensure that
@Z{zﬁ it 3930 4 X AR | persons with disabilities are able to
2 3 H i AT ¥ H | gccess general tertiary education,

+ > EE - LB F & |vocational training, adult education

T~ BRI = 4 |and lifelong learning without

Ky 2 %289 . L |discrimination and on an equal basis

B e B X R RFE | with others. To this end, States

e & et 3% B | Parties shall ensure that reasonable

£ ¥iF o accommodation is provided to
persons with disabilities.

¥ 251 @k Article 25 Health

% YR 0 £w | States Parties recognize that persons
st 7 % 3 ¥ i | with disabilities have the right to the
3z £ B EE &% > | enjoyment of the highest attainable
7 FlE sz m £ T | standard of health without
AR o 5 X R F P~ | discrimination on the basis of
TR —#E %5 » g i% | disability. States Parties shall take all
LN R A E® ¥ B | appropriate measures to ensure
T wACR B 2. 4 & | access for persons with disabilities to
PEA% > & 32 42 E 3 | health services that are gender-

38




(a) # 5 g% 2 o
B AER BE
F ‘

(b) # 4 o H i 4 F]
' |

K] 1 B AR AR -
e 2 2 PRG%
FRE KL E X E
A 3% B PRFE

Rk PRI

(A& £F2 LR 32
‘Z; i;%&i:rf”h:{_]]\;' iL
fi»g +o j&fé’:—-ﬁ"‘ﬁf‘%"
RELHL AR &

sensitive, including health-related
rehabilitation. In particular, States
Parties shall:

(a) Provide persons with disabilities
with the same range, quality and
standard of free or affordable health
care and programmes as provided to
other persons, including in the area
of sexual and reproductive health and
population-based public health
programmes;

(b) Provide those health services
needed by persons with disabilities
specifically because of their
disabilities, including early
identification and intervention as
appropriate, and services designed to
minimize and prevent further
disabilities, including among children
and older persons;

(c) Provide these health services as
close as possible to people’s own
communities, including in rural areas;

(d) Require health professionals to
provide care of the same quality to
persons with disabilities as to others,
including on the basis of free and
informed consent by, inter alia,
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raising awareness of the human
rights, dignity, autonomy and needs
of persons with disabilities through
training and the promulgation of
ethical standards for public and
private health care;

(e) Prohibit discrimination against
persons with disabilities in the
provision of health insurance, and life
insurance where such insurance is
permitted by national law, which
shall be provided in a fair and
reasonable manner;

(f) Prevent discriminatory denial of
health care or health services or food
and fluids on the basis of disability.
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Article 26
Habilitation and rehabilitation

1. States Parties shall take effective
and appropriate measures, including
through peer support, to enable
persons with disabilities to attain and
maintain maximum independence,
full physical, mental, social and
vocational ability, and full inclusion
and participation in all aspects of life.
To that end, States Parties shall
organize, strengthen and extend
comprehensive habilitation and
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rehabilitation services and
programmes, particularly in the areas
of health, employment, education
and social services, in such a way that
these services and programmes:

(a) Begin at the earliest possible
stage, and are based on the

multidisciplinary assessment of
individual needs and strengths;

(b) Support participation and
inclusion in the community and all
aspects of society, are voluntary, and
are available to persons with
disabilities as close as possible to
their own communities, including in
rural areas.

2. States Parties shall promote the
development of initial and continuing
training for professionals and staff
working in habilitation and
rehabilitation services.

3. States Parties shall promote the
availability, knowledge and use of
assistive devices and technologies,
designed for persons with disabilities,
as they relate to habilitation and
rehabilitation.

¥ 271 1 f'rﬁffe%

Article 27 Work and employment
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1. States Parties recognize the right of
persons with disabilities to work, on
an equal basis with others; this
includes the right to the opportunity
to gain a living by work freely chosen
or accepted in a labour market and
work environment that is open,
inclusive and accessible to persons
with disabilities. States Parties shall
safeguard and promote the
realization of the right to work,
including for those who acquire a
disability during the course of
employment, by taking appropriate
steps, including through legislation,
to, inter alia:

(a) Prohibit discrimination on the
basis of disability with regard to all
matters concerning all forms of
employment, including conditions of
recruitment, hiring and employment,
continuance of employment, career
advancement and safe and healthy
working conditions;

(b) Protect the rights of persons with
disabilities, on an equal basis with
others, to just and favourable
conditions of work, including equal
opportunities and equal
remuneration for work of equal
value, safe and healthy working
conditions, including protection from
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harassment, and the redress of
grievances;

(c) Ensure that persons with
disabilities are able to exercise their
labour and trade union rights on an
equal basis with others;

(d) Enable persons with disabilities to
have effective access to general
technical and vocational guidance
programmes, placement services and
vocational and continuing training;

(e) Promote employment
opportunities and career
advancement for persons with
disabilities in the labour market, as
well as assistance in finding,
obtaining, maintaining and returning
to employment;

(f) Promote opportunities for self-
employment, entrepreneurship, the
development of cooperatives and
starting one’s own business;

(g) Employ persons with disabilities in
the public sector;

(h) Promote the employment of
persons with disabilities in the private
sector through appropriate policies
and measures, which may include

43




.
?\‘ﬂ}\_ L

~F

£ 4

affirmative action programmes,
incentives and other measures;

(i) Ensure that reasonable
accommodation is provided to
persons with disabilities in the
workplace;

(j) Promote the acquisition by
persons with disabilities of work
experience in the open labour
market;

(k) Promote vocational and
professional rehabilitation, job
retention and return-to-work
programmes for persons with
disabilities.

2. States Parties shall ensure that
persons with disabilities are not held
in slavery or in servitude, and are
protected, on an equal basis with
others, from forced or compulsory
labour.
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Article 28
Adequate standard of living and
social protection

1. States Parties recognize the right of
persons with disabilities to an
adequate standard of living for
themselves and their families,
including adequate food, clothing and
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housing, and to the continuous
improvement of living conditions, and
shall take appropriate steps to
safeguard and promote the
realization of this right without
discrimination on the basis of
disability.

2. States Parties recognize the right of
persons with disabilities to social
protection and to the enjoyment of
that right without discrimination on
the basis of disability, and shall take
appropriate steps to safeguard and
promote the realization of this right,
including measures:

(a) To ensure equal access by persons
with disabilities to clean water
services, and to ensure access to
appropriate and affordable services,
devices and other assistance for
disability-related needs;

(b) To ensure access by persons with
disabilities, in particular women and
girls with disabilities and older
persons with disabilities, to social
protection programmes and poverty
reduction programmes;

45




(c) To ensure access by persons with
disabilities and their families living in
situations of poverty to assistance
from the State with disabilityrelated
expenses, including adequate
training, counselling, financial
assistance and respite care;

(d) To ensure access by persons with
disabilities to public housing
programmes;

(e) To ensure equal access by persons

r with disabilities to retirement
% o benefits and programmes.

% 29 i% Article 29

" < Y- S SR Participation in political and public

FORERRELC | life

Fﬁ?”ﬁ %7 Mo States Parties shall guarantee to
1> %2 5 4 € &2 2 | persons with disabilities political
B AT ZAH X5 |rightsand the opportunity to enjoy
FEEN S T RK them on an equal basis with others,
EE and shall undertake:

(a) 7 i%- ¥ [ 7& X ic 49 | (@) To ensure that persons with
aEH i LI ¥ L H | disabilities can effectively and fully
> 3 NFBEp d | participate in political and public life
FH2Z 4 > 3 2 | onanequal basis with others, directly
Uk b REBIFT;LE o | or through freely chosen
x4 & ¢ & ikE | representatives, including the right
SIRFECE 37 E # ¥2 | and opportunity for persons with
WAEF 2 N Z disabilities to vote and be elected,

g 2 o3 B |interalia, by:
REAE R

46




(i) F T4 L AR B ~ 3K 5
BHOREF > AR
2 5 0Eh

(i) 1518 o g X 1F %
£ WiLh o

LR oiFd 2
Z_A B

(b) # 18 BEE TR B - @ &

2 e & OJE A

7
ALE BB H @ AT
J-Ao\

(i) Ensuring that voting procedures,
facilities and materials are
appropriate, accessible and easy to
understand and use;

(ii) Protecting the right of persons
with disabilities to vote by secret
ballot in elections and public
referendums without intimidation,
and to stand for elections, to
effectively hold office and perform all
public functions at all levels of
government, facilitating the use of
assistive and new technologies where
appropriate;

(iii) Guaranteeing the free expression
of the will of persons with disabilities
as electors and to this end, where
necessary, at their request, allowing
assistance in voting by a person of
their own choice;

(b) To promote actively an
environment in which persons with
disabilities can effectively and fully
participate in the conduct of public
affairs, without discrimination and on
an equal basis with others, and
encourage their participation in
public affairs, including:

(i) Participation in non-governmental
organizations and associations
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concerned with the public and
political life of the country, and in the
activities and administration of
political parties;

(ii) Forming and joining organizations
of persons with disabilities to
represent persons with disabilities at

A AR S ¥ . |international, national, regional and
R o local levels.

¥ 307 %P it4 | Article 30
w o~ B & s (R 28 | Participation in cultural life,
B recreation,

leisure and sport

1. % JR-RLE ek | 1. States Parties recognize the right of
?{ 3 s AT Ipersons with disabilities to take part
ZAH 4832 v 4 |onan equal basis with others in
& T EEP-47F | cultural life, and shall take all
1 #j Y5 o FE %Yo R | appropriate measures to ensure that
eI persons with disabilities:

(a) % 3 ™ & R# 7 4% | (a) Enjoy access to cultural materials
B2 2 itz in accessible formats;

(b) % 3 ™ & Rw 5" 3% | (b) Enjoy access to television
B2 FALEG D ~ B programmes, films, theatre and other
o gl 2 H s = iv | cultural activities, in accessible
= formats;

(c) 3 7 i&» > it L&
2 RAEHT 0 b4
B~ B b T8

WOR”

e~ B3 4 ~ S 25PR

(c) Enjoy access to places for cultural
performances or services, such as
theatres, museums, cinemas, libraries
and tourism services, and, as far as
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possible, enjoy access to monuments
and sites of national cultural
importance.

2. States Parties shall take
appropriate measures to enable
persons with disabilities to have the
opportunity to develop and utilize
their creative, artistic and intellectual
potential, not only for their own
benefit, but also for the enrichment
of society.

3. States Parties shall take all
appropriate steps, in accordance with
international law, to ensure that laws
protecting intellectual property rights
do not constitute an unreasonable or
discriminatory barrier to access by
persons with disabilities to cultural
materials.

4. Persons with disabilities shall be
entitled, on an equal basis with
others, to recognition and support of
their specific cultural and linguistic
identity, including sign languages and
deaf culture.

5. With a view to enabling persons
with disabilities to participate on an
equal basis with others in
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recreational, leisure and sporting
activities, States Parties shall take
appropriate measures:

(a) To encourage and promote the
participation, to the fullest extent
possible, of persons with disabilities
in mainstream sporting activities at
all levels;

(b) To ensure that persons with
disabilities have an opportunity to
organize, develop and participate in
disability-specific sporting and
recreational activities and, to this
end, encourage the provision, on an
equal basis with others, of
appropriate instruction, training and
resources;

(c) To ensure that persons with
disabilities have access to sporting,
recreational and tourism venues;

(d) To ensure that children with
disabilities have equal access with
other children to participation in play,
recreation and leisure and sporting
activities, including those activities in
the school system;

(e) To ensure that persons with
disabilities have access to services
from those involved in the
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T E &P L EpF > JE | organization of recreational, tourism,
B %12 2 JEG2 o | leisure and sporting activities.

¥ 311% Article 31

R ETHIE Statistics and data collection

1. % 9 W-X3E e {5 | 1. States Parties undertake to collect
2. F o0 @ FE 53R | appropriate information, including
3 iR i qa5 s | statistical and research data, to
Blade g | A o 2 | enable them to formulate and
FLR o Jr & ¥ % 33% | implement policies to give effect to
FREMZEAAL the present Convention. The process
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of collecting and maintaining this
information shall:

(a) Comply with legally established
safeguards, including legislation on
data protection, to ensure
confidentiality and respect for the
privacy of persons with disabilities;

(b) Comply with internationally
accepted norms to protect human
rights and fundamental freedoms and
ethical principles in the collection and
use of statistics.

2. The information collected in
accordance with this article shall be
disaggregated, as appropriate, and
used to help assess the
implementation of States Parties’
obligations under the present
Convention and to identify and
address the barriers faced by persons
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with disabilities in exercising their
rights.

3. B R E 7 47355% | 3. States Parties shall assume
FRIFFH2ZF I | responsibility for the dissemination of
FE B l‘g’i;"—‘ﬁ &2 H# | these statistics and ensure their
fs A B2 E % 3% F %L | accessibility to persons with
R o disabilities and others.

¥ 321 RHELIiF Article 32 International

cooperation

1. % 9 RAF| K% & | 1. States Parties recognize the
T2 Hia B ¥ £ K |importance of international

% BILA X R g |cooperation and its promotion, in
B p it di ¥ 4 2 | support of national efforts for the
TR M TR realization of the purpose and
m oo R Z Z F R | objectives of the present Convention,
T H P~ § % 7 7 |and will undertake appropriate and
¥ > AN § w | effective measures in this regard,
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between and among States and, as
appropriate, in partnership with
relevant international and regional
organizations and civil society, in
particular organizations of persons
with disabilities. Such measures could
include, inter alia:

(a) Ensuring that international
cooperation, including international
development programmes, is
inclusive of and accessible to persons
with disabilities;

52




(b) B L e 4 22
o e BB
AN A Nt N - SRR
FARIE I W ¥ SN

A4

s .
2,

(c) Haem % 5 2 &
ity % ﬁié‘fgﬁi:}ijﬁ’ﬁ’r
A2 T

(d) if & 4% 2 H e A
Ero f AR
BRI TR W B
T HAT o U

R

(b) Facilitating and supporting
capacity-building, including through
the exchange and sharing of
information, experiences, training
programmes and best practices;

(c) Facilitating cooperation in
research and access to scientific and
technical knowledge;

(d) Providing, as appropriate,
technical and economic assistance,
including by facilitating access to and
sharing of accessible and assistive
technologies, and through the
transfer of technologies.

2. MiFZ R T H 4T & | 2. The provisions of this article are
F YR 723 A 2 | without prejudice to the obligations
GHTRIEZ AL o of each State Party to fulfil its

obligations under the present
Convention.

¥ 33 i% Article 33

73 w8 TR National implementation and
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monitoring

1. States Parties, in accordance with
their system of organization, shall
designate one or more focal points
within government for matters
relating to the implementation of the
present Convention, and shall give
due consideration to the
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establishment or designation of a
coordination mechanism within
government to facilitate related
action in different sectors and at
different levels.

2. States Parties shall, in accordance
with their legal and administrative
systems, maintain, strengthen,
designate or establish within the
State Party, a framework, including
one or more independent
mechanisms, as appropriate, to
promote, protect and monitor
implementation of the present
Convention. When designating or
establishing such a mechanism,
States Parties shall take into account
the principles relating to the status
and functioning of national
institutions for protection and
promotion of human rights.

3. wAALE > #FR[E ¥ | 3. Civil society, in particular persons
< Hggg 2 £ it & e | with disabilities and their
%‘« » &~ TS A 4 | representative organizations, shall be
2T PAR R o involved and participate fully in the
monitoring process.
¥ 34 i Article 34

Committee on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities

1. (L& K ) B*%X = — |1.There shall be established a
B e # 1|4 | Committee on the Rights of Persons
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with Disabilities (hereafter referred
to as “the Committee”), which shall
carry out the functions hereinafter
provided.

2. The Committee shall consist, at the
time of entry into force of the
present Convention, of twelve
experts. After an additional sixty
ratifications or accessions to the
Convention, the membership of the
Committee shall increase by six
members, attaining a maximum
number of eighteen members.

3. The members of the Committee
shall serve in their personal capacity
and shall be of high moral standing
and recognized competence and
experience in the field covered by the
present Convention. When
nominating their candidates, States
Parties are invited to give due
consideration to the provision set out
in article 4, paragraph 3, of the
present Convention.

4. The members of the Committee
shall be elected by States Parties,
consideration being given to
equitable geographical distribution,
representation of the different forms
of civilization and of the principal
legal systems, balanced gender
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representation and participation of
experts with disabilities.

5. The members of the Committee
shall be elected by secret ballot from
a list of persons nominated by the
States Parties from among their
nationals at meetings of the
Conference of States Parties. At those
meetings, for which two thirds of
States Parties shall constitute a
guorum, the persons elected to the
Committee shall be those who obtain
the largest number of votes and an
absolute majority of the votes of the
representatives of States Parties
present and voting.

6. The initial election shall be held no
later than six months after the date
of entry into force of the present
Convention. At least four months
before the date of each election, the
Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall address a letter to the
States Parties inviting them to submit
the nominations within two months.
The Secretary-General shall
subsequently prepare a list in
alphabetical order of all persons thus
nominated, indicating the State
Parties which have nominated them,
and shall submit it to the States
Parties to the present Convention.
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7. The members of the Committee
shall be elected for a term of four
years. They shall be eligible for re-
election once. However, the term of
six of the members elected at the
first election shall expire at the end of
two years; immediately after the first
election, the names of these six
members shall be chosen by lot by
the chairperson of the meeting
referred to in paragraph 5 of this
article.

8. The election of the six additional
members of the Committee shall be
held on the occasion of regular
elections, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of this article.

9. If a member of the Committee dies
or resigns or declares that for any
other cause she or he can no longer
perform her or his duties, the State
Party which nominated the member
shall appoint another expert
possessing the qualifications and
meeting the requirements set out in
the relevant provisions of this article,
to serve for the remainder of the
term.

10. The Committee shall establish its
own rules of procedure.

57




11. The Secretary-General of the
United Nations shall provide the
necessary staff and facilities for the
effective performance of the
functions of the Committee under
the present Convention, and shall
convene its initial meeting.

12682 X B € 7 12. With the approval of the General
=~ 0 KL R Assembly of the United Nations, the
)1 AT NS Bt g members of the Committee
=~ established under the present
- E Convention shall receive emoluments
L P d1 from United Nations resources on
such terms and conditions as the
Assembly may decide, having regard
to the importance of the Committee’s
responsibilities.
13.Z R ¢ = K 13. The members of the Committee
Bz N shall be entitled to the facilities,
3 e privileges and immunities of experts
%7 B ERE on mission for the United Nations as
5 2K laid down in the relevant sections of
G o the Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the United Nations.
¥ 35 i Article 35
BYHYRAHEI2ZFL Reports by States Parties
1. & % X~ 2 X% | 1. Each State Party shall submit to the
HA4»xis - # N > B | Committee, through the Secretary-
HE0 & WfeE & > | General of the United Nations, a
w4 B ¢ #%& 2 - »= |comprehensive report on measures
AR 2 WP A fp {7 | taken to give effect to its obligations
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under the present Convention and on
the progress made in that regard,
within two years after the entry into
force of the present Convention for
the State Party concerned.

2. Thereafter, States Parties shall
submit subsequent reports at least
every four years and further
whenever the Committee so
requests.

3. The Committee shall decide any
guidelines applicable to the content
of the reports.

4. A State Party which has submitted
a comprehensive initial report to the
Committee need not, in its
subsequent reports, repeat
information previously provided.
When preparing reports to the
Committee, States Parties are invited
to consider doing so in an open and
transparent process and to give due
consideration to the provision set out
in article 4, paragraph 3, of the
present Convention.

5. Reports may indicate factors and
difficulties affecting the degree of
fulfilment of obligations under the
present Convention.

Article 36 Consideration of
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reports

1. Each report shall be considered by
the Committee, which shall make
such suggestions and general
recommendations on the report as it
may consider appropriate and shall
forward these to the State Party
concerned. The State Party may
respond with any information it
chooses to the Committee. The
Committee may request further
information from States Parties
relevant to the implementation of
the present Convention.

2. If a State Party is significantly
overdue in the submission of a
report, the Committee may notify the
State Party concerned of the need to
examine the implementation of the
present Convention in that State
Party, on the basis of reliable
information available to the
Committee, if the relevant report is
not submitted within three months
following the notification. The
Committee shall invite the State Party
concerned to participate in such
examination. Should the State Party
respond by submitting the relevant
report, the provisions of paragraph 1
of this article will apply.
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3. 0% & WAvE £ /¥ #7 | 3. The Secretary-General of the
7 & SR & iR | United Nations shall make available
2 o the reports to all States Parties.

4. % FBEHE PN o % | 4. States Parties shall make their
BiZH/EANRIFEL > | reports widely available to the public
T FIEE 3 B3%E | in their own countries and facilitate
2L 207 LY - 4L | access to the suggestions and general
EFR o recommendations relating to these

reports.

5. % F € B H L5 i | 5. The Committee shall transmit, as it
TR B Y R®EE L | may consider appropriate, to the
BRI LRE M specialized agencies, funds and
A &% %2 H  programmes of the United Nations,
3 @4 > 12 A |and other competent bodies, reports
MR 2 ¥ T»#iﬁf;ﬁ;\;a from States Parties in order to
B B4 3k d1 2 R8¢ | address a request or indication of a
%77 2. % & » Pt | need for technical advice or
& B € ¥ A ¥3% % | assistance contained therein, along
Foke F &4 412 & | with the Committee’s observations
BLEiEZR o and recommendations, if any, on

these requests or indications.

¥ 37 i% Article 37

# R L R €2 &1F |Cooperation between States Parties

and the Committee

1. % YREE L B € | 1. Each State Party shall cooperate
&1 phe4 4 B € & | with the Committee and assist its
A e t7H 7% o members in the fulfilment of their
mandate.
2. B E QR M %2> | 2. Inits relationship with States
m > % B € i &% | Parties, the Committee shall give due
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BHe B % ®F % ~ = | consideration to ways and means of
fred 24+ enhancing national capacities for the
Ko 2 FZiEER% LS | implementation of the present
T o Convention, including through
international cooperation.

¥ 38 if Article 38

LR ge i M | Relationship of the Committee with
e other bodies

In order to foster the effective

= BB A 2 K25 »F | implementation of the present
35 & éﬁ:@v*“ * 2> ¥)#%7 | Convention and to encourage
WA B E R%E & international cooperation in the field
(R covered by the present Convention:

(@) 2 & & 2 & 7 | (a) The specialized agencies and other
&K & 118 | United Nations organs shall be
2R A oGP E3E | entitled to be represented at the
B E b= [F] L T2 7 % | consideration of the implementation
fiiw o £ B € ¥ H |of such provisions of the present
s it § P #- % | Convention as fall within the scope of
A H i i |their mandate. The Committee may
1‘#% RS NI o Ej‘«*ﬁ invite the specialized agencies and
qja Bl T AR B 2. F % | other competent bodies as it may
Bwde & 73539 % | consider appropriate to provide
o4 B ¢ #Fi % | expertadvice on the implementation
e %}31}#1—5 H s 8 & K& | of the Convention in areas falling
WA X L IF L > FP | within the scope of their respective
oA H E R %w #] T | mandates. The Committee may invite
AR R 2_F *& % o | specialized agencies and other United

Nations organs to submit reports on
the implementation of the
Convention in areas falling within the
scope of their activities;
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(b)Z R ¢ *t /s i7 H =% | (b) The Committee, as it discharges
PF o R iE F 3239 & B | its mandate, shall consult, as
B2 A 4 0E 5973k = 2. | appropriate, other relevant bodies
H s 4p Bé ke % % > |instituted by international human
Y FE R4 p 2o 3F 4 | rights treaties, with a view to
®al~ F ¥ - A | ensuring the consistency of their
F3k 2. - R ¥4 | respective reporting guidelines,
> Fy (7 By PP AL E | suggestions and general
MEE % o recommendations, and avoiding
duplication and overlap in the
performance of their functions.
%391 <L F €42 |Article39 Reportofthe Committee
4 R ¢ s - &£+ | The Committee shall report every
< g B A € T | two years to the General Assembly
A € & 0 R »>H £ % | and to the Economic and Social
2_ 3¢ 42 > ¥ {B3% & | Council on its activities, and may
5 5 Wk = 22382 2 | make suggestions and general
oz A b > 3% 4 | recommendations based on the
% A% - S MiEik o | examination of reports and
ZE R AL E - iz |information received from the States
R F % QR & | Parties. Such suggestions and general
iTdi 2 T ®3®% > — |recommendations shall be included
H7~4 B €382 o |inthereport of the Committee
together with comments, if any, from
States Parties.
¥ 40 BXYHWER |Articled0 Conference of States
Parties
1. % R R T E 7% | 1. The States Parties shall meet
NF g & * N ERE | regularly in a Conference of States
Fw Ao X3 B2 T | Parties in order to consider any
wEIE o matter with regard to the

implementation of the present
Convention.

63




2. B & RfeZE & 5% | 2. No later than six months after the
A4 3xis > B | entry into force of the present
PRLRENREE Convention, the Conference of States
% o H 15 B & WAL | Parties shall be convened by the
% £ =+ - £ » &3 |Secretary-General of the United
d R € R A Nations. The subsequent meetings
TR ER shall be convened by the Secretary-

General biennially or upon the
decision of the Conference of States
Parties.
¥ 41iF FF A Article 41 Depositary
& Rfed & 5 & | The Secretary-General of the United
AN IS A SR Nations shall be the depositary of the
present Convention.

%421 £% Article 42  Signature

x5 p 2 O0O= |The present Convention shall be open
£ =% = -+ p 423t % | forsignature by all States and by
KB S WAL IR 2% | regional integration organizations at
T B R ® & F & | United Nations Headquarters in New
EREF o York as of 30 March 2007.

¥ 431 BRIESLH |Articled3 Consentto be bound
' & The present Convention shall be

—%* Qﬁ—l@ﬂ?\i\‘?\z

& ‘E.‘%‘« fr N o

subject to ratification by signatory
States and to formal confirmation by
signatory regional integration
organizations. It shall be open for
accession by any State or regional
integration organization which has
not signed the Convention.

¥ 44 ix
®REEE ER

1. “r iéf_ﬁ:r.f_ﬁ_‘%” —g\

ad F- RHE2Z IE

Article 44
Regional integration organizations

1. “Regional integration organization”
shall mean an organization
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constituted by sovereign States of a
given region, to which its member
States have transferred competence
in respect of matters governed by the
present Convention. Such
organizations shall declare, in their
instruments of formal confirmation
or accession, the extent of their
competence with respect to matters
governed by the present Convention.
Subsequently, they shall inform the
depositary of any substantial
modification in the extent of their
competence.

2. References to “States Parties” in
the present Convention shall apply to
such organizations within the limits of
their competence.

3. For the purposes of article 45,
paragraph 1, and article 47,

B2 P HE AL | paragraphs 2 and 3, of the present

BRI FLER Z | Convention, any instrument

FORIEE AN o deposited by a regional integration
organization shall not be counted.

. RIS BT 1L 4. Regional integration organizations,
FYFEX L > ¥E |in matters within their competence,
L& FI P 2. F 38 (7 | may exercise their right to vote in the
& 444 > 2 L #itdp | Conference of States Parties, with a
T A G A% | number of votes equal to the number
HPZ 2% f Bk | of their member States that are
P oo 4% A £ &5 | Parties to the present Convention.

65




Z_ i@ = B B {7# % |Suchan organization shall not

A-tE o B 3% _E'_%% 7 7 | exercise its right to vote if any of its

716 & /A4 > & 2.7 | member States exercises its right,

2R o and vice versa.
$ 451 4 3% Article 45 Entry into force

1. The present Convention shall enter

1. A~ 2 R % = L+ i» |into force on the thirtieth day after

82 &4 2 3 732% | the deposit of the twentieth

2. %=L p4sd instrument of ratification or

BL o accession.

2. ¥y - S
oA~ 33 is
By RN FERREY A »
ZRFSE"REBEE E

2. For each State or regional
integration organization ratifying,
formally confirming or acceding to
the present Convention after the
deposit of the twentieth such
instrument, the Convention shall
enter into force on the thirtieth day
after the deposit of its own such
instrument.

Article 46 Reservations
1. Reservations incompatible with the
object and purpose of the present

Convention shall not be permitted.

2. Reservations may be withdrawn at

any time.
$ 471 B¢ Article 47 Amendments
1. F P & S RIBEFHE X | 1. Any State Party may propose an
S HH B T % > ¥k | amendment to the present
2 & BfeZE £ o 44 | Convention and submit it to the
F £ B#-ix mHk2 | Secretary-General of the United
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Nations. The Secretary- General shall
communicate any proposed
amendments to States Parties, with a
request to be notified whether they
favour a conference of States Parties
for the purpose of considering and
deciding upon the proposals. In the
event that,

within four months from the date of
such communication, at least one
third of the States Parties favour such
a conference, the Secretary-General
shall convene the conference under
the auspices of the United Nations.
Any amendment adopted by a
majority of two thirds of the States
Parties present and voting shall be
submitted by the Secretary-General
to the General Assembly of the
United Nations for approval and
thereafter to all States Parties for
acceptance.

2. An amendment adopted and
approved in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article shall enter
into force on the thirtieth day after
the number of instruments of
acceptance deposited reaches two
thirds of the number of States Parties
at the date of adoption of the
amendment. Thereafter, the
amendment shall enter into force for
any State Party on the thirtieth day
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X3 g k2% % |following the deposit of its own
REF &4 o instrument of acceptance. An
amendment shall be binding only on
those States Parties which have
accepted it.
3. ¥R K ¢ 3k — IX/+ |3.If so decided by the Conference of
¥_ tkyp M i % 13 | States Parties by consensus, an
2 R T @ ¥ & |amendment adopted and approved
/% % 34 1% -~ % | inaccordance with paragraph 1 of
38 i% ~ % 39 % %2 % |this article which relates exclusively
40 52 1 i+ & > & |to articles 34, 38, 39 and 40 shall
332 &KX 3 # P | enterinto force for all States Parties
Z P ki 2 P | on the thirtieth day after the number
® YR #p 2 = ~» 2 | of instruments of acceptance
- {62.% = -+ p 4=¥% | deposited reaches two thirds of the
T R A T o number of States Parties at the date
of adoption of the amendment.
% 48iF 9% Article 48 Denunciation
FYRWE L E 5 i | AState Party may denounce the
B & WAvE £ ¥ 41 | present Convention by written
o ¥ o 13 R34 | notification to the Secretary-General
Z £ Yz 3]id 5v2. p 42 | of the United Nations. The
- F (&4 3o denunciation shall become effective
one year after the date of receipt of
the notification by the Secretary-
General.
% 49 iF mMEEEN | Article49  Accessible format
* Xz~ A | The text of the present Convention
BRI E o shall be made available in accessible
formats.
¥ 50 X Article 50  Authentic texts
A2 PFia The Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
~ ~ ¢ 2 ~® < ~ ;% |Russian and Spanish texts of the
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~ ~ B2 EF LT < | present Convention shall be equally
~ Ao - ITHE authentic.

THEERAELP ﬂft}i';]- IN WITNESS THEREOF the
tFNEEAR DN E | undersigned plenipotentiaries, being
- SNV A duly authorized thereto by their
respective Governments, have signed
the present Convention.
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Concluding Observations of the initial report of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) on the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) adopted by the
International Review Committee (IRC) on 3 November

2017
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I. Introduction

1. In August 2014, the Legislative
Yuan of the Republic of China
(Taiwan) passed the
Implementation Act of the
Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (the
Implementation Act). The
Implementation Act came into
force in December 2014 and
provides the framework for
domestic harmonization of the
CRPD.

2. The Executive Yuan, according
to the Implementation Act,
submitted the initial State reportin
December 2016 and its English
version was made available in
March 2017. In order to review its
initial State report, the government
of Taiwan invited five experts to
form an IRC. They were Diane
Kingston (UK), Nagase Osamu
(Japan: Chair), Adolf Ratzka
(Sweden), Diane Richler (Canada),
and Michael Ashley Stein (USA),
who served in their personal
capacities, independent of the
countries they reside in.  All
members are considered experts in
disability rights.
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3. The IRC examined the initial
report of Taiwan and provided a
List of Issues on 24 July 2017. The
IRC received information from civil
society organizations, including
organizations of persons with
disabilities, in the form of parallel
reports and draft questions to
inform the List of Issues. The
government submitted the detailed
replies to the List of Issues on 8
September 2017. The IRC
received a number of inputs in
response to the State’ s replies to
the List of Issues from civil society,
including inputs from
representative organizations of
persons with disabilities.

4. The review session included an
interactive dialogue that was held
from 30 October to 1 November
2017 at NTUH International
Convention Center in Taipei. The
IRC adopted the present Concluding
Observations and presented them
on 3 November 2017.

5. The IRC expresses its profound
appreciation to the government
and people of Taiwan for their
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serious and sincere efforts to make
the CRPD a reality in Taiwan. The
constructive dialogue with the
government during the review,
attended by many government
officials, demonstrated the
commitment of the government to
fully implement the CRPD. The
active participation of civil society,
in particular persons with
disabilities and their representative
organizations, was essential and
aligned to articles 4.3 and 33.3, and
is required in order for continued
implementation to be successful.

6. The IRC expresses its
appreciation to the Ministry of
Health and Welfare, and
particularly its CRPD team, for
providing the IRC with substantive
and logistical support.

II. #&i 2

7. A% 4L 8 €% 2T
e e TP = v il A
a) -%_p B 5¥ CRPD
2 H B AL ORER
LS o

b) F £ 7L i
By BiEk o ¥

et
31 A f*b CRPD m‘I R

Il. Positive Aspects
7. The IRC commends the State for:

a) Its decision to voluntarily engage
in an international review process
of the CRPD as well as other human
rights treaties;

b) Taking initial steps to raise
awareness by conducting
campaigns about the rights of
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persons with disabilities and
beginning to identify areas of non-
compliance with the CRPD;

c) Taking initial steps to provide
physical accessibility in urban areas,
such as the MRT in Taipei City; and

d) The establishment of the
‘Standard Operational Procedures

AR TE AR o for Review of Laws, Regulations and
Administrative Measures to
Implement the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities’.

[II. 18R p2 25 l1l. Principle areas of concern and

A - BRPZ2 &7 (51
3 46)

8. M=% a4 f gmi
B 7 3r g @ i3 s papr
T AT R M-
u%ﬁfﬁéé%%é%
% o ﬁj,wfgﬂi Y o

0. I3 44§23
Rideid itz 2% 38
B s G F 2R B ER
L2 S AT KR
SREEE] REAES

recommendations

A. General principles and
obligations (arts. 1-4)

8. The IRC is concerned that,
despite some changes in derogatory
terminology and pejorative
language, the laws of the State
primarily recognize persons with
disabilities as being in need of
protection rather than as rights
holders.

9. The IRC recommends that the
State expedite the review of its
terminology and approach in laws,
policies, and practices to enable
the paradigm shift that recognizes
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12. A% a4 g%

persons with disabilities as full
holders of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and
provide a timeline for completing
such review.

10.The IRC is concerned that the
State utilizes a medical approach to
determining disability using the
International Classification of
Functioning, Disability and Health
(ICF) of the World Health
Organization and focuses on
conditions arising from inherent
personal or medical impairment; it
overlooks environmental factors as
barriers, and fails to recognize an
evolving concept of disability in the
CRPD, reinforced by its reply to the
List of Issues stating an
unwillingness to change.

11.The IRC recommends that the
State introduce in national
legislation the concept of a human
rights model of disability which
stresses the human dignity of all
persons with disabilities and the
interactions with various barriers
that may hinder their full and
effective participation in society on
an equal basis with others.

12.The IRC is concerned that there
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is a lack of legal definition and
understanding of the meaning and
application of universal design.

13.The IRC recommends that the
State amend legislation to include
a definition of universal design and
how it will be regulated in areas
such as: education, health,
transportation, access to justice,
and the built environment (both
public and private).

14.The IRC is concerned that the
State has not taken sufficient
measures to ensure the effective
realization of the principles
established in article 3 of the CRPD
in all its laws, policies and practices.

15.The IRC recommends that the
State establish a legal framework
to ensure a comprehensive
enactment and application of
article 3 of the CRPD including
amending and reforming existing
policies and practices.

16.The IRC is concerned about the
lack of consultation with
organizations of persons with
disabilities in drafting legislation, as
well as the level of non-conditional
support by the State to national and
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18. W% %41 R €0
% CRPD ¥ &~ ¥ A %
dE R Rk ¢
TR R
(accessibility) 2 " &
72 A & | (reasonable
accommodation) %

-

A

local associations of persons with
disabilities.

17.The IRC recommends that the
State establish a formal
mechanism to ensure the effective
participation of persons with
disabilities and their
representative organizations at the
local and national levels. Effective
participation must include family-
based organizations, organizations
of women, children, indigenous
persons and other marginalized
populations of persons with
disabilities, and include all
impairment types. The State must
meaningfully consult with
organizations of persons with
disabilities in the design,
implementation and monitoring of
laws, public policies, budgeting
and action plans that have an
impact on the decisions that affect
their lives to ensure their
autonomy and self-determination.

18.The IRC is concerned about the
inadequate translation of the CRPD
into traditional Chinese, including
the terms “accessibility” and
“reasonable accommodation”.
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19.The IRC recommends that the

State update the CRPD translation,
including the terms “accessibility”
and “reasonable accommodation”.

20.The IRC is concerned at the
absence of a plan and/or
commitment to transpose CRPD
obligations to local governments
and administrative entities.

21.The IRC recommends that the
State develop a plan to transpose
CRPD obligations to local
government and administrative
entities in order to ensure that the
provisions of the CRPD are being
respected in all parts of the State
without limitations or exceptions.

B. & %€
(% 5% 30 #%)

B: Specific rights (arts. 5-30)

TR R (% 5 iE)

2. WEFLAR &

TG AT M

a) 7L HERE T
*iE F R TR R R A
Z?_Z»J‘/‘Ei’f/ﬁ'_‘_l? %ﬁ‘i -%ﬁ o

Equality and Non-discrimination
(art. 5)

22.The IRC is concerned that:

a) Current disability legislation
does not adequately stipulate the
State’s positive duties to ensure
substantive equality;
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b) The State confirms in its replies
to the List of Issues it has not
explicitly defined reasonable
accommodation or legally defined
that the denial of reasonable
accommodation constitutes
discrimination; and

c) There is no independent
mechanism to monitor compliance
with disability legislation.

23.The IRC recommends that the
State:

a) Enact laws that prohibit
discrimination on the basis of
disability, and ensure substantive
equality for all persons with
disabilities, including individuals
with multiple and inter-sectional
identity status;

b) Define in its national legislation
and regulations the principle of
reasonable accommodation in all
areas in line with article 2 of the
CRPD, ensure the legal recognition
that the denial of reasonable
accommodation constitutes a form
of discrimination, and ensure their
application in practice in both the
public and private sectors; and.

79




u\,

7 s
52 3’ s IR AR
$ i}?%ﬁﬁ
ﬁ?&—'ﬁ F RIcAE
£ g

wfmw

ﬁwﬁm

\

W el T8

c) Establish an effective
mechanism to monitor all aspects
of compliance with disability-
related legislation, including
making it possible for persons with
disabilities to seek redress and
commensurate compensation.
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27. FEB2aLR €22

Women with disabilities (art. 6)

24.The IRC is concerned about the
lack of programmes, including
affirmative action measures, to
promote the rights of women and
girls with disabilities, especially
intersecting forms of identity
status.

25.The IRC recommends that the
State design and implement
effective programs including
affirmative action measures to
promote the rights of women and
girls with disabilities and eliminate
discrimination in all aspects of
their lives.

26.The IRC is concerned about the
lack of a comprehensive range of
provisions to protect the rights of
women with disabilities in the
State’s Gender Equality Policy
Guidelines.

27.The IRC recommends that the
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State amend its Gender Equality
Policy Guidelines to incorporate
provisions that fully address all the
requirements of women and girls
with disabilities on an equal basis
with others, and align the Gender
Equality Policy Guidelines with
General Comment No. 3 of the UN
CRPD Committee.

Lomizd (% 76%)
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Children with Disabilities (art. 7)

28.The IRC is concerned that:

a) There s a lack of a
comprehensive early intervention
system;

b) The sexual abuse of children
with disabilities is widely reported
in segregated special schools, and
there is a protracted or lack of
response, particularly in cases
affecting children with intellectual
disabilities;

c) There is a disparity in the
availability of resources to children
with disabilities between urban and
rural settings; and

d) Children with particular
requirements are unable to attend
school because of lack of trained
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staff to respond to medical
emergencies.

29.The IRC recommends that the
State:

a) Establish a comprehensive
system of early intervention for
interdisciplinary reporting and
referral of children with disabilities
and coordination of supports to
children with disabilities and their
families;

b) Take steps to investigate,
respond to and redress the sexual
abuse of children with disabilities
in school settings;

c) Eliminate the distinction
between resources available to
rural and urban families; and

d) Train school personnel to be
able to respond to emergency
situations faced by children with
particular requirements, such as
epilepsy, so that the children can
participate in all aspects of school
life.
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Awareness-raising (art. 8)
30.The IRC:
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(a) Is concerned about the
persistence of negative stereotypes
of persons with disabilities and
discriminatory language in the mass
media; and

(b) Expresses concern that the
State’s public education and media
programs have not addressed
harmful disability stereotyping, nor
has the impact of such programs
been addressed.

31.The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Eliminate discriminatory and
pejorative language concerning
persons with disabilities in all
areas of life; and

(b) Develop and implement public
awareness and education
programs which specifically target
negative stereotypes of persons
with disabilities. Furthermore,
conduct training of the mass
media, public officials, including in
the justice system, the police and
law enforcement sector, health
and social services, education and
the general pubilic, in close
collaboration with organizations of
persons with disabilities, and
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conduct impact assessments of the
above.
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Accessibility (art. 9)
32.The IRC is concerned that:

a) Current legislation and
enforcement measures for
accessibility by the State remain ad
hoc and do not adequately address
the lack of accessibility in the State;
and

b) Online banking and mobile
applications are still not accessible
to persons with disabilities, in
particular to those with visual
impairments.

33.The IRC recommends that the
State:

a) Draft a comprehensive action
plan with consistent standards,
monitoring and enforcement
mechanisms including penalties for
noncompliance, timelines and
budget for implementation of
uniform accessibility across the
public and private sectors in urban
as well as rural areas regarding
offices, workplaces, infrastructure,
pedestrian environments, and

84




b) £F
)
a%?*bf
’ﬁﬁ;;mﬁf—r'% E 31

2 & pRPRIEN R et
f-!’-:—"‘ Qxfé * oo

public transport including taxis.
The implementation of this plan
must be periodically evaluated and
revised by an independent body
consisting of, among others,
persons with disabilities and their
representative organizations; and

b) Through the Financial
Supervisory Commission, and in
close cooperation with persons
with disabilities and their
representative organizations,
introduce more effective
enforcement methods for
expediting the accessible use of all
financial services offered to the
public.
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Right to life (art. 10)

34.Aligned with the
recommendations of the Second
Review of ICCPR and ICESCR (20
January 2017), the IRC is concerned
that the State has not abolished the
death penalty. TheIRCalso is
concerned about the immediate
lack of clear procedural safeguards
preventing administration of death
penalties for persons with
psychosocial and/or intellectual
disabilities (mental disorders sic).
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35.The IRC recommends that the
State abolish the death penalty,
and until such time that the
Department of Justice establishes
clear provisions in the Guidelines
for Execution of Death Penalty
Cases, ensure that death penalties
are not enforced for persons with
psychosocial and/or intellectual
disabilities.
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Situations of risk and humanitarian
emergencies (art. 11)

36.The IRC is concerned about:

(a) The absence of systematic
involvement and participation of
persons with disabilities and their
representative organizations in the
design, implementation and
evaluation of disaster risk reduction
measures;

(b) The lack of perspectives of
women, children and indigenous
people with disabilities in these
measures, and specifically persons
with intellectual and/or
psychosocial disabilities, and deaf
and deafblind people;

(c) The fragmented responsibilities
regarding disaster information and
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response among different actors
regarding natural disasters; and

(d) The safety of persons who use
respirators and other powered life
sustaining equipment in times of
disasters, when the provision of
emergency electricity supply, which
is essential for their life support,
cannot be guaranteed.

37.The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Ensure the systematic
involvement and participation of
persons with disabilities and their
representative organizations in the
design, implementation and
evaluation of disaster risk
reduction measures including the
use of accessible technology for
communication purposes;

(b) Reflect the perspectives of
women, children and indigenous
people with disabilities, and
specifically persons with
intellectual and/or psychosocial
disabilities, and deaf and deafblind
people in these measures;

(c) Strengthen disaster risk
governance to manage disaster risk
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in line with the Sendai Framework

)ﬁ— for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-

2030, in particular through
improved response coordination,
including disaster reporting and
coordination of responses
between central and local
governments; and

(d) Include an emergency
electricity supply system for life
support equipment in central and
local disaster rescue and relief
plans, which includes the
establishment of a list of users of
life support equipment as well as
provision of small generators and
fuel.
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Equal recognition before the law
(art. 12)

38.The IRC is concerned that the
State has yet to harmonize
domestic laws with Article 12 of the
CRPD as it has been interpreted by

£ % 1 5 - xr':]' 2L f% | the UN CRPD Committee in its

#) :}f- X /= ~ 53272 | General Comment No. 1. Among

2 4p R R o W% % &L | these domestic laws are the Civil
A X 5% T 4 9 |Code, the Trust Code, and all

P ReRg 3 5 iR | associated laws. The IRC specifically
* B3 2EF5a* 0 & |highlights the prevalent situation in
423 LFE -~ Hh4F & 7 | which individuals with disabilities
®p 348> ¢35 272 ' | placed under guardianship are

S AAF] Y E B - ¥ F 2 | denied their legal capacity to
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express their will, preferences or
autonomy. Such situations include,
but are not limited to, marriage,
electoral rights, public service,
disposition of property, access to
financial services, employment, and
informed consent to medical
procedures, including sterilization.
The IRC is further concerned that
the State has conflated the
concepts of legal capacity and
mental capacity.

39.The IRC recommends that the
State amend all relevant laws,
policies, and procedures and that a
system of supported decision-
making be put into place that is
compliant with the UN CRPD
Committee’s General Comment
No. 1, including the provision of
adequate resourcing for such a
new system. Legal capacity and
mental capacity are distinct
concepts. The IRC recommends the
= | training of all civil servants,
including judges, on the following
concept: Legal capacity is the
capacity to hold rights and duties
(legal standing) and to exercise
those rights and duties (legal
agency). Mental capacity refers
to the decision-making skills of a
person, which naturally vary from
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one person to another and may
depend on many factors including
environmental and social factors.
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Access to justice (art. 13)

40.The IRC is concerned:

(a) That the State has not yet
provided adequate measures and
safeguards to persons with
disabilities in all interactions with
both the criminal and civil justice
systems;

(b) At the inadequacy of such
measures and safeguards in relation
to persons subjected to sexual
violence during interactions with
both the criminal and civil justice
systems; and

(c) That the justice system does not
adequately provide age-appropriate
or procedural accommodations.

41.The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Develop, implement, and
adequately resource measures that
will ensure equal access to both
the criminal and civil justice
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systems including the mandatory
training of judges, law
enforcement and prison staff on
the human rights of persons with
disabilities;

(b) Develop, implement, and
adequately resource measures that
will ensure equal access for and
protection of persons subjected to
sexual violence including, but not
limited to, sex and gender sensitive
human rights training among all
personnel working in both the
criminal and civil justice systems;
and

(c) Implement measures such as,
but not limited to:

@ the use of accessible and
alternative formats for utilizing
and conveying information,

@ sign language interpretation,
@ supported decision-making,
and

@ age-appropriate support for

AREFEFAF children with disabilities,
@ 72 AT | @within the justice system with a
TAKE o view to providing adequate
adjustments.
A Epd > (% 14 |Liberty and security of the person
=9) (art. 14)
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42.The IRC is concerned:
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(a) With the content and
application of the Mental Health
Act, specifically that the system of
forced detention and medical
treatment currently in place
systemically violates the human
rights of persons with disabilities.
The Mental Health Act currently
permits arbitrary and compulsory
detention of individuals with
disabilities in medical and
institutional facilities and in the
community, while also providing
inadequate procedural safeguards
for those individuals to access
administrative review of such
detention; and

(b) About deprivation of liberty on
the basis of perceived
dangerousness of persons with
disabilities alleged need for care,
treatment or detention.

43.The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Amend all relevant laws and
policies, including the Mental
Health Act, so that involuntary
detention on the basis of disability
is prohibited, and that a system of
procedural safeguards, including
immediate access to legal
assistance, be put into place,
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including ensuring the free and
informed consent of the individual;
and

(b) Uphold the freedom to make
one’s own choices as a principle in
article 3 (a) of the CRPD and
absolutely ban the deprivation of
liberty on the basis of actual or
perceived impairment.
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c)

Freedom from torture or cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment (art. 15)

44.The IRC is concerned that:

(a) The State has not yet taken
measures to ensure that persons
with disabilities receive adequate
support to make decisions with
fully informed consent regarding
medical procedures and
treatments;

(b) Individuals with disabilities in
particular living arrangements are
exposed to degrading and inhuman
treatment, such as forced diapering
instead of assistance with toileting;
and

(c) Prisoners with disabilities are
not ensured reasonable
accommodations during their
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confinement in State custody.

45.The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Develop, implement, and
adequately resource measures so
that persons with disabilities
receive adequate support to make
decisions with fully informed
consent regarding medical
procedures and treatments;

(b) Ensure regular reviews of the
conditions in particular living
arrangements, including through
unannounced inspections; and

(c) Develop, implement, and
adequately resource measures to

L iggx 7] L 217 £ 7 | ensure the provision of reasonable

AxE-o accommodations to prisoners with
disabilities during their
confinement in State custody.

AN~ B3 BEF Freedom from exploitation,

(% 16 #) violence and abuse (art. 16)

46. ®W"% % A 2L B € 4% |46.The IRCis concerned with the
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extent of gender-based violence
and that the State has not put into
place an adequate monitoring
system in line with Article16 (1).

47.The IRC recommends that the
State amend all relevant laws and
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policies and establish a system of
monitoring that addresses all
forms of exploitation, violence and
abuse. Further, that the State
increase its efforts to educate law
enforcement and judicial officers,
social workers, healthcare
personnel, and teachers regarding
violence issues and attendant
reporting. Further, that the State
increase its efforts to educate all
relevant actors about gender
equality and develop resources for
assistance and protection.
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Protecting the integrity of the
person (art. 17)

48.The IRC is concerned that the
Eugenic Health Act and the Mental
Health Act permit coerced abortion
and sterilization of persons with
disabilities, and note the impact
upon girls and women with
disabilities, especially those with
intellectual and/or psychosocial
disabilities.

49.The IRC recommends that the
State amend the Eugenic Health
Act and the Mental Health Act
such that legal, procedural, and
social protections, including but
not limited to, freely accepted
supported decision-making and
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legal representation, are put into
place to prevent coerced medical
procedures against persons with
disabilities.
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Liberty of movement and
nationality (art. 18)

50.The IRC is concerned that there
are restrictions on the entry and
citizenship in Taiwan by persons
with disabilities and their families.

51.The IRC recommends that the
State repeal all laws and provisions
that restrict the right to
movement, liberty and acquisition
of citizenship of persons with
disabilities and their families.
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Living independently and being
included in the community (art.
19)

52.The IRC is concerned that:

a) Persons with disabilities are
denied the right to live, be
included, and actively participate in
the community on an equal basis
with others; further, there exists a
high incidence of
institutionalization and heavy
dependence on family members
whereby individuals are denied
choice as to their place of
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residence, and forced into
particular living arrangements;

b) Persons with disabilities do not
receive adequate support to live
and actively participate in the
community, including assistance
with activities of daily living, and
are thus isolated and segregated,
preventing the realization of their
full human potential; and

c) The provision of personal
assistance services to persons with
disabilities does not comply with
the UN CRPD Committee’s General
Comment No. 5.

53.The IRC recommends that the
State:

a) Develop a time limited plan for
the phasing out of residential
institutions and other particular
living arrangements of all sizes,
ensure choices on where, how, and
with whom to live in the
community, and promote
independent living, including
adequately increased financial
resources to support a full range of
community-based services;

b) Develop a time limited plan for
providing persons with disabilities
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adequate support to live and
actively participate in the
community and prevent their
isolation and segregation; and

c) Incorporate the budget for
personal assistance services into
the official national budget to
ensure stability, predictability and
transparency, and that the
provision of personal assistance
include:

@ direct payments to the
individual based on an individual
needs assessment sufficient to
secure independence in the
activities of daily living, for
purchasing assistance services and
for employing one’ s own
personal assistants at competitive
wages, without co-payment by the
individual;

@ customizing services by the
individual, if necessary with
supported decision-making over
recruiting, training, and
supervising assistants to fit one’ s
individual requirements, life
circumstances, and preferences;
and

@ a one-on-one relationship
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FRIBB A o must be sufficient in quality and
quantity to enable persons with
disabilities to be free from
dependence on others and to
ensure the realization of their full
human potential.
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a) A large number of persons with
disabilities do not benefit from
advances in assistive technology,
including personal mobility devices;
this is due to a restriction in the
number of assistive devices granted
per person (four items within two
years), as well as a co-payment
requirement that adversely affects
the ability of persons with
disabilities to live independently
and be included in the community,
in particular persons with multiple
and extensive disabilities; and

b) Persons with epilepsy are not
eligible to apply for driver’s
licenses.
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BEEAK adaptation of assistive devices that
are affordable or free of charge
according to those persons’ means
and choice; and

b) B35 MERR JF',' ¢7 | b) Revise regulations for issuing
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epilepsy.
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(a) The lack of recognition and
support of the specific cultural and
linguistic identity of persons who
are deaf through the promotion of
Taiwanese Sign Language and deaf
culture;

(b) The lack of access to
information and communication
technologies (ICTs), Braille,
Taiwanese Sign Language, easy read
formats, and digital
communication, including all
government documents and
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information, public and private
websites, news broadcasting, and
information on emergencies and
disasters;

(c) The CRPD not having been
translated into an easy read format
or Taiwanese Sign Language;

(d) Persons with disabilities in
particular living arrangements
being unable to freely communicate
with individuals outside those
particular living arrangements; and

(e) Taiwanese Sign Language not
being introduced early enough to
deaf children.

57. The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Recognize Taiwanese Sign
Language as an official language
and allocate adequate funding for
professional training and hiring of
Taiwanese Sign Language
interpreters in the area of public
services, set a sufficient number of
Taiwanese Sign Language
interpreters to be trained, and
include Taiwanese Sign Language
as an elective language in the
school curriculum, enabling both
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deaf and hearing students to learn
it;

(b) Adopt and take the necessary
measures to enforce legislation on
access to all public and private
information and communication so
as to facilitate access in all formats
and technologies appropriate to all
kinds of disabilities;.

(c) Translate the CRPD into an easy
read format in cooperation with
persons with intellectual
disabilities, and into Taiwanese
Sign Language in cooperation with
the deaf community;

(d) Ensure that persons with
disabilities in particular living
arrangements can freely
communicate with individuals
outside those particular living
arrangements at times of their
own choosing; and

(e) Introduce Taiwanese Sign
Language early enough to deaf
children and their parents.
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Respect for privacy (art. 22)
58. The IRC is concerned about:

(a) The general lack of awareness
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regarding the protection of privacy
of persons with disabilities among
each of the five Yuans, including the
Control Yuan;

(b) The lack of protection of privacy
of persons with disabilities under
the Personal Information Protection
Act, and in particular, arbitrary
sharing of personal information
amongst different ministries and
agencies; and

(c) The lack of enforcement of
article 24 of the Mental Health Act
that protects the privacy of persons
with psychosocial disabilities,
resulting in their treatment
histories being disclosed in the
public domain, including the press.

59. The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Promote awareness on the
privacy of persons with disabilities
throughout the State and in each
of the five Yuans, including the
Control Yuan;

(b) Revise the Personal Information
Protection Act to fully ensure the
privacy of persons with disabilities,
and also require written consent
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from persons with disabilities as a
condition for the sharing of any
personal information; and

(c) Strictly implement article 24 of
the Mental Health Act and protect
the privacy of persons with
psychosocial disabilities, including
their treatment histories.
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Respect for home and the family
(art. 23)

60. The IRC is concerned that the
State:

(a) Lacks empirical data regarding
the incidence of sterilization of
persons with disabilities;

(b) Lacks sexual and reproductive
health education for persons with
disabilities, especially persons who
are deaf or who have intellectual
disabilities; and

(c) Does not provide adequate
support for parents with
disabilities, resulting in the children
of those parents being removed
from the home.

61. The IRC recommends that the
State:
(a) Investigate and publish data
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regarding the incidence of
sterilization of persons with
disabilities, and educate
healthcare providers on the
requirement of informed consent;

(b) Provide sexual and
reproductive health education to
persons with disabilities, especially
persons who are deaf or who have
intellectual disabilities; and

(c) Provide adequate support to
ensure that biological and adoptive
parents with disabilities can fulfil
their role as parents and raise their
children, and educate social
service professionals regarding the
rights and capabilities of parents
with disabilities.
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Education (art. 24)

62. The IRC expresses concern that
the State has not fully committed to
ensuring a fully inclusive education
system at all levels. The State has
not addressed the issues raised in
the UN CRPD Committee’s General
Comment No. 4 to become fully
inclusive, and in particular fails to
distinguish between exclusion,
segregation, integration, and
inclusion. Likewise, the State has
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not addressed the implications of
Goal 4 of the Sustainable
Development Goals which calls for
“inclusive and quality education.”
The IRC:

(a) Expresses concern at the lack of
a time-limited plan to transform the
education system to comply with
UN CRPD Committee General
Comment No. 4;

(b) Expresses concern that the State
restricts the participation of
students with disabilities in regular
classes within regular schools, and
imposes limits on students with
disabilities in vocational and
professional training;

c) Expresses concern that students
with disabilities are not permitted
to participate in the formulation
and monitoring of their own
Individual Education Plans;

d) Expresses concern that the
education of children, youth and
adults with disabilities in regular
educational facilities is hindered by,
among other things, the lack of
universal design, universal design
for learning, and reasonable
accommodations in all academic
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and social aspects of student life;

e) Expresses concern that many
families either provide or pay for
individual school-related supports
without which their children are
unable to attend school;

f) Expresses concern at the lack of
teacher training to support
students with disabilities in regular
classrooms; and

g) Expresses concern at the lack of
instruction of Taiwanese Sign
Language in the education system.

63. The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) In close cooperation with
persons with disabilities, their
families, and their representative
organizations undertake a
thorough review of both the
regular education system and the
special education system and
develop a time-limited plan to
transform and unify the existing
systems to become fully inclusive
and thus conform to UN CRPD
Committee General Comment No.
4,
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(b) Immediately recognize the right
of students with disabilities to
participate in regular classes
within regular schools, including
eliminating restrictions on
vocational or professional training;

(c) Enable students with
disabilities to participate in the
formulation and monitoring of
their own Individual Education
Plans, consistent with Article 7
(evolving capacity of children) and
Article 12 (legal capacity);

(d) Ensure the education of
children, youth and adults with
disabilities in regular educational
facilities by providing, among
other things, universal design,
universal design for learning, and
reasonable accommodations in all
academic and social aspects of
student life;

(e) Provide the individual school-
related supports required to
enable children with disabilities to
attend school and receive an
effective education;

(f) Revise pre-service and in-
service teacher training to support
students with disabilities in regular
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classrooms; and

(g) Introduce and promote the
teaching of Taiwanese Sign
Language in the education system.
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Health (art. 25)

64. The IRC is concerned that:

(a) The State has not provided
equal access for persons with
disabilities to medical services in a
range of facilities across rural and
urban locations of Taiwan;

(b) Women and girls with
disabilities lack equal access to
sexual and reproductive healthcare
as mandated by the UN CRPD
Committee’s General Comment No.
3;

(c) Persons with disabilities are
denied their right to informed
consent to medical diagnosis and
treatment;

(d) Medical personnel are not
trained as part of their standard
training courses to provide
healthcare to persons with
disabilities;
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(e) Insurance companies
discriminate against persons with
disabilities in their pricing and
coverage; and

(f) Prisoners with disabilities in
State confinement lack access to
healthcare.

65. The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Ensure inclusive design and
equipment for all medical
diagnoses and treatment,
particularly for women and girls
with disabilities;

(b) Increase the training and
sensitivity of healthcare
professionals on providing sexual
and reproductive healthcare
services to women and girls with
disabilities consistent with the UN
CRPD Committee’s General
Comment No. 3;

(c) Ensure that persons with
disabilities give informed consent
to medical diagnoses and

treatment;
d) @ viﬁ‘—l’? F'W > | (d)Revise standard medical
R P RigEE B R | training so that it includes modules
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on how to provide healthcare to
persons with disabilities;

(e) Review and amend the pricing
and coverage policies of insurance
companies so that persons with
disabilities have equal access to
and equal pricing of insurance
coverage; and

(f) Ensure equal access to
healthcare by prisoners with
disabilities in State confinement.
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Habilitation and rehabilitation (art.
26)

66. The IRC is concerned:

(a) That persons with disabilities in
rural areas are required to travel
great distances at personal cost in
order to access rehabilitation
services;

(b) About the lack of support
measures, including peer support,
for rehabilitation services for
persons with disabilities of all ages
in rural areas;

(c) About the slow implementation
of the “Community healthcare and
home care for children with delay
programme” by the Social and
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Family Administration of the
Ministry of Health and Welfare; and

(d) That prisoners with disabilities,
particularly those with Attention
Deficit Disorder, do not receive
rehabilitation services while in State
confinement.

67. The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Provide adequate rehabilitation
services to persons with
disabilities in rural areas without
additional costs;

(b) Provide adequate support
measures for rehabilitation
services, including peer support, to
persons with disabilities of all ages
in rural areas;

(c) Immediately implement all
aspects of the “Community
healthcare and home care for
children with delay programme”
beyond the pilot program; and

(d) Provide rehabilitation services
to all prisoners with disabilities in
State confinement.

:Lf'fﬁ'fré% (% 27 %)

Work and Employment (art. 27)
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68. The IRC is concerned that:

a) Labor market participation of
persons with disabilities, especially
women, is disproportionately lower
than that of persons without
disabilities;

b) The work environment poses
barriers to persons with disabilities,
yet the State has not required the
provision of reasonable
accommodation in the workplace;
further, the State has erroneously
translated reasonable
accommodation as “reasonable
arrangement of the space”;

c) Persons with disabilities cannot
access vocational training as
preparation for employment;

d) Workers with disabilities are
more often employed in part-time
or temporary positions than
workers without disabilities, are
underrepresented in professional
work, and earn lower wages;

e) Persons with disabilities lack
sufficient legal remedies to
challenge discrimination in the
labor market;
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f) The quota system, which has
long dominated employment
policies for persons with
disabilities, has been ineffective;

g) Sheltered workshops do not
facilitate transition by persons with
disabilities to the open labor
market; and

h) Persons with disabilities do not
seek employment for fear of losing
their means-tested disability
pensions.

69. The IRC recommends that the
State:

a) Develop measures, intensify
efforts, and allocate sufficient
resources to promote the
employment in the open labor
market of persons with disabilities,
especially women;

b) Mandate the provision of
reasonable accommodation in the
workplace; further, correct State
translations of reasonable
accommodation in the CRPD;

c) Ensure that persons with
disabilities can access vocational
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training as preparation for
employment;

d) Review labor market practices
and eliminate obstacles for
persons with disabilities to
professional work, full-time
employment and equal pay for
equal work; increase opportunities
for students and job seekers with
disabilities through measures such
as internships, hands-on
experience, subsidized workplace
adaptation including assistive
technology, and job coaching;

e) Enforce disability employment
rights, and provide resources for
legal action by civil society to also
enforce disability employment
rights;

f) Analyze the current quota
system and consider alternative
options, including an affirmative
action scheme;

g) Develop and implement a plan
to phase out sheltered workshops
while also facilitating the transition
by persons with disabilities
employed by sheltered workshops
to the open labor market; and
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a) Persons with disabilities live in
poverty at a higher rate than the
general population;

b) Current retirement regulations
and the Labor Insurance Act reduce
or render ineligible persons with
disabilities for retirement pensions;

c) Persons with disabilities without
a work history are eligible for only a
disability pension under the
national pension scheme which by
itself is inadequate to cover basic
food costs; and

d) Accessible housing is available
mainly in social housing and not in
public and private, newly
constructed and old housing;
moreover, the current Housing Act
impedes renovation of existing
housing for the purposes of
rendering it accessible.
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71. The IRC recommends that the
State:

a) Mandate that the eligibility
criteria for persons with disabilities
to obtain financial assistance and
subsidies be independent of their
and their families’ means;

b) Revise current retirement
regulations and the Labor
Insurance Act so that persons with
disabilities are eligible for
retirement pensions;

c) Revise the national pension
scheme so that persons with
disabilities without a work history
are eligible for a disability pension
at a level that insures a dignified
life in the community; and

d) Prioritize accessible and
affordable new residential
construction in the public and
private sector; construction
subsidies should be increased for
making existing housing accessible;
binding regulations that stipulate
accessibility in all residential new
construction, public or private,
should be adopted; effective rent
subsidies to persons with
disabilities and households with
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disabled members should be
introduced; and obstacles in the
current Housing Act that impede
renovation of existing housing to
render it accessible, should be
removed.
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Participation in political and public
life (art. 29)

72. The IRCis concerned that:

(a) The right of persons with
disabilities to vote is violated due to
election rules that prohibit
individuals who have been placed

under guardianship from exercising
their franchise;

(b) The State does not encourage
candidates with disabilities to seek
election; further, the State neither
gathers nor retains data related to
public office seekers or elected
officials with disabilities: and

(c) The right of persons with
disabilities to participate equally in
political and public life is violated by
inadequate and untimely
information being disseminated in
advance of voting, inaccessible
polling places, and an absence of
supported decision-making for
those persons with disabilities
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requiring such support.

73. The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Enable persons with disabilities
to vote on an equal basis with
others, and amend election rules
to this effect;

(b) Encourage candidates with
disabilities to seek election, and
gather and retain data related to
public office seekers or elected
officials with disabilities; and

(c) Revise its policies so that
adequate and timely information is
widely disseminated in accessible
formats in advance of voting, all
polling stations are made
accessible, and supported
decision-making be provided to
voters with disabilities who require
such support.
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Participation in cultural life,
recreation, leisure and sport (art.
30)

74. The IRC is concerned about:
(a) The absence of programmes and

projects with budgets to promote
participation of persons with
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disabilities in sport;

(b) The small number of digital
books available, making it difficult
for persons who are blind, visually
impaired and otherwise print
disabled, to have access to
published materials;

(c) The discriminatory regulations
and practices at both national and
local levels by parks, amusements
centers and sports centers
discriminating on the basis of
disability, including against those
with psychosocial and intellectual
disabilities with respect to their
admission and participation; and

(d) The lack of access to
playgrounds for children with
disabilities.

75. The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Revise the National Sport Act in
compliance with the CRPD in order
to promote the participation of
persons with disabilities in sport
and establish programmes and
projects promoting the
participation of persons with
disabilities in sport;
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(b) Promote publications in
accessible formats in line with the
Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate
Access to Published Works for
Persons Who Are Blind, Visually
Impaired or Otherwise Print
Disabled, administered by the
World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO);

(c) Eradicate discriminatory
regulations and practices at both
national and local levels by parks,
amusement centers and sports
centers rejecting persons with
disabilities, including persons with
intellectual and psychosocial
disabilities, by strengthening
relevant acts including the People
with Disabilities Rights Protection
Act and the Civil Code; and

(d) Develop playgrounds based on
universal design to allow children
with disabilities to participate in
leisure and recreation.
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C: Specific obligations (arts. 31-33)

R R TRERE (F 31
%)

6. BRF ok 5
LN l‘ﬁtvﬁt’*ﬁ 0B F 1‘*- 2R
v (é;}{;,,’gnmf&Ar

Statistics and data collection (art.
31)

76. The IRC is concerned about the
methodology used by the State for
the collection of all forms of data,
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including but not limited to the
census, national household surveys,
and disaggregated data, with regard
to persons with disabilities. The
currently utilized methodologies do
not follow a human rights-based
approach, and fail to reflect the
removal of barriers as part of their
criteria.

77. The IRC recommends that the
State systematically collect data,
across all sectors, including health,
education, employment, political
participation, access to justice,
social protection, violence, and
rural populations, and develop
human rights-based indicators to

oo provide accurate information on
the implementation of the CRPD.
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Agenda 2030.
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State develop a cross-cutting policy
to promote the rights of persons
with disabilities in all of its
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international cooperation
activities; and ensure the adoption
of a disability-rights perspective in
all efforts aimed at implementing
Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable
Development Goals.
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National implementation and
monitoring (art. 33)

80. The IRC is concerned:

(a) About the lack of the formal
designation of a national focal
point, which includes staff trained
on the human rights of persons
with disabilities, under CRPD article
33 (1);

(b) That the Promotion Team for
the Rights and Interests of Persons
with Disabilities of the Executive
Yuan currently functioning as the
designated coordination
mechanism is not well known
within the State or by civil society;

(c) That the State lacks an
independent monitoring
mechanism such as a National
Human Rights Institution or similar
body, in conformity with all the
requirements set out in the Paris
Principles, despite discussions on
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this topic for over five years; and

(d) That the involvement and
participation of persons with
disabilities and their representative
organizations in the monitoring
process is limited by a percentage
guota.

81. The IRC recommends that the
State:

(a) Formally designate a national
focal point with immediate effect,
and that such national focal point
include staff trained on the human
rights of persons with disabilities;

(b) Fully disseminate information
about the role and responsibilities
of the Promotion Team for the
Rights and Interest of Persons with
Disabilities of the Executive Yuan
as the designated coordination
mechanism both within the State
and civil society;

(c) Immediately establish an
independent monitoring
mechanism in the form of a
National Human Rights Institution
or similar body, in conformity with
all the requirements set out in the
Paris Principles, thus mandating
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that the independent monitoring
mechanism be fully independent
and therefore not within the
Presidential Office, the Control
Yuan, or any part of the
government structure; and

(d) That organizations of persons
with disabilities are able to
participate fully in the monitoring
process as required by CRPD article
33 (3), and that the State provide
organizations of persons with
disabilities with adequate financial
and human resources to enable
them to participate in national
implementation and monitoring of
the CRPD.
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IV. Follow-up and dissemination

82. The IRC requests that the State,
within 12 months and in
accordance with article 35 (2) of
the CRPD, publicly disseminate
information on the measures taken
to implement the IRC’s
recommendations as set out above
in paragraphs 23(b) and 81(c).

83. The IRC requests the State to
implement the recommendations
of the IRC contained in the present
Concluding Observations. It
recommends that the State
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transmit the Concluding
Observations for consideration and
action to members of the national
and local government and
legislative bodies, officials in
relevant ministries, local
authorities, and members of
relevant professional groups such
as education, medical and legal
professionals, as well as to the
media, using modern social
communication strategies.

84. The IRC strongly encourages the
State to involve civil society
organizations, in particular
organizations of persons with
disabilities, in the preparation of its
periodic report.

85. The IRC requests the State to
disseminate the present Concluding
Observations widely, including to
non-governmental organizations
and representative organizations of
persons with disabilities, as well as
to persons with disabilities
themselves and members of their
families, in national and minority
languages, including Taiwanese Sign
Language, and in accessible
formats, and to make them
available on the government
website on human rights.
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